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E adjacent Stable occafionally flows, and out of which bis 


Creatures ariſing out of the Bottomleſs Pit, than 


| mourn, that ſuch a Sacred Inſtitution of our Bleſſed Sa., 


The Occafion of the Following Diſcourſe; 


NIN E the late General Liberty, the Anabap- 
tiſts (thinking themſelves thereby let looſe upon 
u) bave diſperſt themſelves into ſeveral Coun- 

| ties, endleauouring to draw away our People 
from us, by ferſwading them to Renounce their firſt De- 
dication to God in Baptiſm, and to enter into their Com- 
munion after the Way of Dipping, 

One of their Teaching Diſciples having ſet "4 8 
Neighhourhood far making Proſelites, by Rebaptizing 
them in a nafty Horſe-pond, into which the filth of the 


deluded Converts come forth with ſo much Mud and 
Filthineſs upon them, that they rather reſembled 


tze Candidates of Holy Baptiſm, and all this be. 
= fore a promiſcuous Multitude in the faces of tbe Sun, 2 

my Spirit hereat was juſtly. moved, (as I think every þ 
good ought to be,) and I could not but paſſionately . 


viour, and one of the moſt Venerable. Myſteries of our Re. 
lizgion, ſhould be thus proftituted and expoſed to Publick 
| Contempt and Scorn. Hereupom I apprehended” it my 
obliged Duty to warn the People of my Charge the 5 
Sin and Danger of theſe Prineiples and Practice,: Ant 
accordingly in my Expoſition of our Chureh Catechiſm, + ; 
treating of the: Sacrament of Baptiſm, proved the Lan- 
fulneſs, and Aſſerted the 7 of Infaut Baptiſm, 
and manifeſted the Sinfwulneſs of Re-baptizing, _ . 
hit ſo offended our Waterman, that he ſent me a Let- 
ter, charging me with delivering Scriptureleſs Dofrine, _— 
and 1 that he might hear from me. Whereupon ſoon 3 
after I went to bis Meeting- Place, and before the Fropièe | 
demanded the Fuſtice of him to bear the Doctrine, which 
unheard he had charged with Falſhood, and then raqui« 
red him 10 make good bis Charge. n 5 
And the better ta compoſe and Props the Mods of the = 
Auditory, as alſo for mr en ©) Bleſſnig upon the Truths - 
delivered, I begon with humble Invocation, and cal ling ** {i 


upon Alnaghty God fr bis Taflware and A fette in 
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| C H Eternal and Almighty God! Who ſheweſt 
to them that be in Bree the Light of thy 4 


Fruth, to the Intent that they may return into the 
Way of Righteouſneſs; we moſt Humbly beſeech 


Thee at this Time to entighren our Underftand- | 
ings faviogly, in the Knowledge of thy Mind and 
Wall, that we may be guided into all Truth ne: 
cellary to our Salvation. Great is our natura! 
Blindneſs and Ignorance, but Thou halt promiſed | 
. that thy Word and thy Spirit ſhall never depart 
from us. May we then ar all Times be taught of | 
God, 5d Mad de wife unto Salvation: Thou fitteſt 


* * 


in Ffeaven that teacheſt Hearts; who teacher like 


- very of the pteſent Meſſage, ſingly to aim at thy | 
Glory, and compaſſionate ly to endeavour the Right 
Information of this Peoples Judgments, and to de- 
fire the Salvation of their Immortal Souls: To 
that end, lex thy Holy Spitit fo infloence thei 
1 and Wills, that they may hear thy Word 
without Frejadice, that they may entertain th 
Truths without Partialicy, that they may obey | 
from the Heart the Form of Doctrine delivered to 
them, how contradictory ſdever it may be to their 
Private Opinions, or Secular Intereſts. All which | 
we humbly beg, in the Name and Mediation of 
the infinitely Worthy Jefiis, who hath both di- 
rected and commanded us when we Fray to ſay, 
Dur Father, Nc. 35 th 
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ment of the New Teſtament, Inſtituted 
by Jeſus Gui, for the ſolemn Admiſſion of the 
Party Baptized into the Chriſtian. Church, and to 
be à Sign and Seal unto him of the Covenant of 
— 6: 
_ 2+ Prop, That not only thoſe who do 2Quall 8 
fels. Faith in Jeſus a N 1 the Infants 01 
Profeſſors may and ought to be Baptized. 

3. Prop, That Baptiſm. Adminiſtred to Perſons in 
theix Inf ncy, is mach more uſeful and advantagious 
than . Gait. in Youth, and afterwards Ad- 
miniſtred in ri ears. 

4. Prop, T That Baptiſm ought but once to be Ad- 
miniſtred to any 2 and ought not to be Re- 


iterated or Repeat ed 
: Ya. Prop. That Dipping or Plunging of a Perſon 


into the Water, in the Baptizing, is not na- 
ceſſary; but tiſm - is rightly Adminiſtred by 


pouring or ſprinkling Water upon the Perfon Bap- 


6. Prop. That the Efficacy of Baptiſm i is not tied 


to that Moment of Time wherein it is Adminiſited ; 


but it is a Chriſtian's Duty to make a daily Improve- 


ment of his Baptiſmal Your, as an Engagement.to 
the Practice of Univerſal Holineſs, _ 

As to the firſt. of theſe e . chat 
Baptiſin by Water is an Ord Dl bp 
Force, you _ the Anabaptiſts Fatah K we, 2 

agree 


. w] "te, 249 


2 F Infant-Baptiſem. 1 
agreed: And I know of none that call themſelves > 1 
Chriſtians who- deny Water -Baptiſm to be an Or- ; 
dinance of our Saviour, except the Quakers, wo cif 
tell us, it was a Temporary Diſpenſation, and end- jy 
ed with John the Baptiſt. = 
Many of theſe Quakers were once your 'Proſelites, Ci 
and here the Righteous Judgment of God upon them 
ought with Seriouſneſs and Sadneſs of Spirit to be 5 
remark d for denying Infant-Baptiſm ; they are given ii 
up to deny all Water-Baptiſm, and to decry all C 
- Goſpel-Ordinances; the whole of their Religion 
being little , elſe than Freakiſhneſs and Enthu- jn 
ſiaſm. 1 8 EY 3913 . 
The great Controverſie betwixt us and you lyes 
in the ſecond Propoſition, touching the Subjects ca- 
- pable of Baptiſm ; who the Perſons ate which may 
and ought to be Baptized. All ſuch as do actually 
profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to him, ſay 
you, and ſo ſay we too. But not only ſuch, for the 
[ui _ of ſuch Profeſſors may and ought to be 
© * Therefore for the clearing and confirming of this 

Propoſition, I ſhall firſt propound to your Conſide- 
ration ſeveral Arguments drawn from the Holy 
| Scriptures for Infant Initiation, ſhewing the Infants 
= t to the Seal of the Covenant, from their being 

In Covenant; and that by Vertue of this Right, tge 
Primitive Church of old, and all the Reformead 


Churches at this Day, did, and do, admit Infants to ' 
Baptiſm. Secondly.” I ſhall anſwer the Objections 1 


which the Oppoſers of Infant-Baptiſm do make 
agalnſt thoſe Argumente. 
I. Arg. If the Infants of the Fews were Partakers 
of Circumciſion, then the Infants of Chriſtians may 
and ought to be Partakers of Baptiſm. 1 „ 
But the Jewiſh Infants were Partakers of Circum- 
ciſion, therefore Chriſtian Infants may and ought 
to be Partakers of Baptiſm, oO tt 
I Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circumciſion, 
then as the Jewiſh Infants were Circumciſed, 2 
1 en e K . the 


. Lafulns of kr Repr., 3 
the Infants of Chriſtians may and ought to be Bap- 
ſtized: But Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circum- 


_ Zcifion: Therefore as their Children were Circum- 


Pciſed then, fo may ours be Baptized now. 
lf you deny that Baptiſm ſucceeds, in the room of 
Circumciſion, I prove it by a double Argument. 
. If Baptiſm ſucceeds not in the room of Circum- 
ciſion, then either Circumciſion is not aboliſhed, or 


| Circumciſion. But to ſay that Circumciſion is not 
on Aboliſhed, is Vertually to deny that Chriſt is come 
WwW- in the Fleſh; and no other Ordinance is pretended 
to ſucceed in the room of Circumciſion. Therefore 
s 2 Baptiſm undoubtedly ſucceeds, or nothing ſucceeds 
a- in the room of Circumciſion,  _ ; 

ay 2. Again, If Baptiſm ſignifies the ſame Thing that 
ly = Circumciſion did, and ſerves for the ſaine End for 
iy which Circumciſion was, then Baptiſm doth cer- 
1 tiainly ſucceed in the room of Circumcifion. © | 

„ But Baptiſm now ſignifies the ſame Thing to'us 
+ # which Circumciſion did to the Fews of old, and 
Is 2 ſerves for the ſame End to vs which Circumciſion 
did to them; therefore Baptiſm under the Goſpel, 
5 # ſucceeds Circumciſion under the Law, and conſe- 


8 1 

8 = outs be Baptized. . 
That Baptiſm fignifies the ſame Thing that Cir- 
” | cumdfion did, and is uſed for the fame End for 
5 
> 


which Circumciſion was, will manifeſily appear by 


the enſuing Parallel,” og” 

What did Circumciſion ſignifie but the Corruption 
ef Human Nature? It told the Fews that their Chil- 
tren brought ſomething into the World with them 
which ought to be early cut off and caſt away. And 
What does Baptiſm no fignifie, but the Impurity of 
our Natures, which ſtand in need of the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt to purifie and cleanſe them, of which the 

Water in Eaptiſm is a Sinn? TY 
And what was the End of Circumcifion > Was it 
not the Sacrament of Injtlation? Did not all Perſons 
6 enter 


* 


ele ſome other Ordinance ſucceeds in the room of 


2 quently as the Jewiſh Infants were Circumciſed, o | 


* 


1 


„be not wholly ſilent, bi ſpeaks very little touching 

Sign Hy the Caſe of Infants, an 

ther Two Reaſons. 1. Becauſe the Old Teſtament ſpeaks 

ap. ſo much in their Caſe, therefore the New Teſtament 
ed ſpeaks ſo little; the Old Teſtament fully declares the 
Mind of God, that not only Believers, but all 

their Seed, ſhould be owned as his Covenant: Ser- 

Vell vants. Thus in Deut. 29. 10, 12. Ie ſtand here before 
an the Lord this Day, you and your little Ones, to enter into 


ot one Teſtament doth ſo freely caft its Light apon the 
bir | other, we muſt take heed that we do not unde 


9 


ene if and reject an Old Teſtament Text, 28 no ways: e- 
old W ful to clear and eſtabliſi a New Teftament Truth. 
The Jens reject the Neu Teſtament, "and the 


it; Old; but without the Help of both we can never 


% 


Church, at, and before our Saviour's Coming,” Whilſt 


was the Purifying Ceremony among the Jews. For 
| when any of the Gentiles” were admitted into the 
Jewiſh Church, both. Parents and Children were 
firſt Circumciſed, and then Waſh'd, in token of 


- 
"= 825 - 


The-Lawfulneſs of. Iuſunt- Baptiſm. 5 7 
are 7. To this Objection I return a Threefold Anſwer. 
fan 1. 1 acknowledge, that the New Teſtament, tho? it 


that, as I conceive, for theſe 


tvalue 


underſtand the Mind of God in either. 2. So little 
is {aid in the New Teſtament about Baptizing In- 
fants, becauſe the Cuſtom of Baptizing them was 
common, and the Practice conſtant in the Jewiſh * 


Circumciſion was the Covenanting Sign, Baptiſm 


cleanfing them from the Filth of their Heatheniſm; 
ſo that Baptiſm among the Jem conſtantly went 
along with . broſetytingale:Conrnr, 

ew] x2 * 8 25 13 | | SOT, o til | 


| 


— 


SEE 


6 75. Lavfulnet of Hafan y 

till our Savlour 5Ti And when our Lord en- 
tred the Stage of his ublick Miniſtry, he nulls and 
makes void the ſeverer Ordinance of | Circumciſion, 
and ſubſtitutes Baptiſm, the ſofter and milder Ordi- 
nance. in its ſtead, as moſt ſuitable to the ſweetneſs 


and gentleneſs of the Goſpel-State. This our 
Learned Divines, Lightfoot, Taylor and. Hammond, 


have abundantly proved, out of the Jewiſh Writers; 
to the full Satisfaction of ſuch as are capable of re- 
celving.it. 

If now you ask why: our Saviour did not parti 
cularly Name Infants, when he Inſtituted Baptiſm 
inthe room of Circumciſion? The Anſwer is, becauſe 
there was no Occaſion for it. What need our Savi- 
os declare that eds ant 8 Wor. the Seal of 

Cove nt app to them, when It was never 
402 22 1842 5 - Ah need de bid them Initiate In- 
fants, when *twas. never otherwiſe? Indeed if In- 
fants had never had the Se of the Covenant applied 
to the; . it had heen highly requiſite that our 
Saviout Huld ha fe Por arly. named them now: 
But be ways y be 


interds thelr Exelu 100 9505 he would moſt cer- 
taſnly; Age declared 1 4e not bein done, we 
way reaſon The Chr hat the Admiſſion of In- 
fants into U 


h is agreeable to our 
ie 2 | 


2 fats 1 to dis n at In- 
e no WET: wy the New i Cor 
anded (in ſo many, Wegs ) to. be Baptize 
this; altho' they are not particularly named, yet. 
they 5 5 1 1 5 


5 


all Nations * Mat. 28. _— 18. In- 
Las being a very 5 Part of all Nations 'Y 
Surely the Uni 270 ON #Nations) does Include yer 


Individuals, the our Sayiour does not 80 rly. 
nr Soy to your Augen 78 

5 1 an Ilaſtration . Suppoſe _—_ 
e his Royal Charter to make this 
-Town a Corporation, mw all the In- 
habitants 


name . em. 


Your Market 


ore, if out Saviour had 
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bitants of it Freemen, would any be ſo idle as. t 


ſuppoſe that this Royal Grant doth not include your: 


Children, becauſe it doth not particularly name 
them? Is not the Son of a Freeman a Freeman as 
well as his Father ? Thus here in the Sacred Charter 
and Royal Patent of the Covenant of Grace, which 
is Sealed by Baptiſm; all the Priviledges and Pro- 
miles of that Covenant granted to Believers, con- 


cern their Children as well as themſelves, AGs 2. 
2. 38. The Promiſe is to you, and to your Children: 


That is, the Promiſe of the Covenant belongs to 
you and yours, The Infants then of Believing 
Chriſtians are included together with themſelves, 


a 


tho' not particularly named. 3 
3. To this your molt Popular Objection againſt 
Infant-Baptiſm; from the Silence of the Scripture 
in that caſe, I anſwer, That which by a juſt and 
neceſſary Conſequence is deducd from Scripture, 
is as much the Mind of Chriſt, as what is con- 
tain'd in the expreſs Words of Scriptures The 
Arians of Old rejected Conſequential Proofs, and 
required expreſs Words of Sctipture only, hopin 
that Way to ſecure and defend their Errors again 
the. Argumerits of the Orthodox. If you of the Ana- 
baptifts Perſuafion do the ſame; know, that if you 
deny evident and neceſſary | Conſequences from 


Scripture, then, 1ſt, You deny our Saviour's Way 
— | Argaing'; and, 2dly, You condemn'your own 
ractice. ; 284 le | 


8 The Lawfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm: 
ſelf a God to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, many Hun- 
dred Years after their Death, therefore they are yet 
Alive, and have a real Exiſtence, | | 


2. Nay farther, if you deny Scripture Conſequences 5 


you can never juſtihe many of your own Practices ; 
ſhew me an expreſs Command in Scripture for praying 
twice a Day in your Families, for ſaying Grace before 
and after Meat, for Womens Receiving the Lord's 
Supper, for changing the Sabbath, Shew me a Text 

(ſay you) that ſays remember to Baptize Infants : 
Shew me a Text (ſay I) that ſays remember to 
keep Holy the Firſt Day of the Week. © 


Will you ſay that Chriſt being Lord of the gabe 


bath had Power to change the Day? The ſame ſay I; 
Chriſt being Lord of his own Houſe has Power to 
change the Seal of the Covenant from Circumciſion 
to Baptiſm ; ſo for Women's receiving the Lord's 
Supper, will you ſay that they are included, tho' not 
named ? For all Chriſt's Diſciples ought co partake of 
Chriſt's Supper; but Women are his Diſciples, there- 
fore to partake of his Supper; and is not the Ar- 

ument as ſtrong ? All Chritt's Diſciples ought to be 


aptiz'd; But ſome Children are his Diſciples, there- 


fore to be Baptiz d. Children are his Diſciples, 1. By 
the Seriptures Denomination, 4&s 15. v. 1, 8, 10. 
2. By their Parents Dedication of them to Chriſt. 
3. By their Parents Education of them for- Chriſt: 
4. By Chriſt's gracious Acceptation of them at their 
Parents Hands, St. Mark 10. v. 13. 4 


* 


2. Ag. If the Infants of Believing Chriſtians un- 


der the Goſpel are in Covenant with God, as the 
Tewiſh:Intants under the Law were, then the Seal 
of the Covanant, which is Baptiſm, may and ought. 
to brapplied, to them ? hn fo onmepnng 
But the Infants of Believers undet the Goſpel are 
in Covenant with God, as well as the Jewiſh Infants 
undentheJ2w' were 34 
Therefore Baptiſm, the Seal of the Covenant, ought 
to be applied to thaſe, as Circumcision was to them. 
, They who by Circumciſion were once — 
2283 | 3 Ke 
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The Lawfulneſs. of Infant-Baptiſm. 9 
ken into Covenant with God, and never ſince were 
ſolemnly caſt out, do undoubtedly continue in a Co- 
venant State. But Infants under the Law were ſo- 
lemnly by God's Appointment taken into Covenant 
with himſelf, and were never ſince, by any Command 
of God, caſt out, therefore they do ſtill continue in 
Covenant. e | 

That Infants under the Law were by ſpecial Ap- 
pointment from God taken into Covenant with him- 


4 elf is evident from Gen. 17. 7. where God ſays thus 


to Abraham, I will eftabliſh my Covenant betwixt Me and 
Thee, and thy Seed after Thee in their Generations, to be a 
God unto thee and to thy Seed: Whence it evidently 
appears that under the Old Teſtament Children were 
in Covenant with God, together with their Parents, 
and the New Teſtament ſpeaks as plainly that they 
are till in Covenant, Act. 2. 39. The Promiſe (that is, 
the Promiſe of the Covenant) is unto you and to your 
Seed. The Apoſtle ſays not, the Promiſe was unto 
you and to your Seed, but is unto you and your Seed. 
Again, if Infants were in Covenant with God und er 
the Law, but are now caſt out by Chriſt under the 
Goſfel, then theſe Abſurdities follow : __ 

1. Then Infants are in a worſe Condition ſince the 
coming of Chriſt than they were before, and are Lo- 
ſers by him, inſtead of being Gainers: And altho' the 
Number of Infants ſince Chriſt's coming has been 
many Thouſand Times greater than before his com- 
ing, yet was their Condition better under Moſes than 
under Chriſt, according to your Opinion. 
2. Then the Priviledges of the Goſpel are-ſtreighter 
and narrower than thoſe of the Law, which in the 


Judgment of Judicious Calvin is a Degree of Blaſphe- 


my to affirm; ſurely the Deſign of our Saviour's com- 
ing was not to contine the Church to narrower, Li- 
mits, and to curtail her Priviledges, but to extend 
and enlarge them; and accordingly the Scripture e- 
very where ſhews that the Priviledges of Chriſtians 
under the Goſpel do infinitely excel theirs under the 
Law, not only in Spirituality and Livelineſs, but alſo 
in Extent and Largeneis. B 3 5 
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then it fol 


_ blyp 
of Chriſtianity, | 


2. Farther: yet, if it was the Will of God that In- 
fants under the Goſpel ſhould be reckon d as out of his 
Covenant, who before were in Covenant with him, 

jows that our Saviour was forget ful or un- 

faithful to his Church, in that he never acquainted 
her with this Alteration: Can we reaſonably. ſuppoſe 
that he would not have inform'd his Apoſtles, when 
he ſent them forth to gatfier a Church unto him out 
of all Nations, thatit was his Father's Pleaſure that 

Children ſhould not now. be look d upon as Church 

members, altho they had ever been accounted ſo be- 

fore? Doubtleſs Chriſt the great Prophet of his 

Church would have reveal ſuch a conſiderable Part 
of his Father's Will unto his Apoſtles, if it had been 

ſuch; but not one Word by Way of Prohibition do 

we find in all the New Teſtament ; from whence we 
may conclude that Chriſt's not repealing the Practice 
of initiating Infants, nor forbidding their Admiſſion 
into the Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, is a ſufficient 
Demonſtration that it was his Pleaſure: that they 
ſhould continue in their former Condition of Church- 
memberſhip, and conſequently be Baptiz'd. Before 
end this Argument, let meſuggeſt one Thing more 
to your Conſideration, namely, what a mighty Stum- 
bling - block this Doctrine of the Anabaptifts lays in 
the Way of the Jews Converſion to Chriſtianity ; 
will this encourage a Few to embrace the Religion of 

Jeſus, to tell him of the high and glorious Priviledges 

that he ſhall be interefted in himſelf, upon his believ- 

ing on him, but as for his Children they muſt be 

caſt out, and numbted with Heathens and Infidels , 

and'accountedas- uncapable of Baptiſm, the Sign and 

Seal of the Covenant of Grace, as Dogs and Swine ? 

Let it be conſidered how thisOpinion would invinci- 
rejudice a Jewiſh Parent againſt the embracing 


And how would thisOpinion alſo fill the Mouths of 
'Fewiſh Children with clamorous and paſſionate Com- 
plaints againſt Chriſtianity, as the moſt rigorous and 
unkind Diſpenſation? For after this Mannner we 


may 
con 
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ceive the Child of a em to expoſtulate his own Con- 
dition. Alas! how ſad is my Eſtate like to be, if my 
Father, a Jem by Nature, becomes a Chriſtian hy Pro- 
7 feſion? He was at Eight Days Old made a Member 
ol the Church by Circumciſion, his Infancey was no 
Bar to render him incapable of the Covenant-Bleſling ; 
but new if my Father becomes a Chriſtian, my Con- 
ditionas lam his Child will he impair'd, tho his Con- 
dition be improv'd ; for a Chriſtian Child is found 
in a worſe Condition than a Few's Child is, left; 
Chriſtianity may indeed be a good Religion for Men 
to die in, but ſurely Judaiſm was better for Children 
to be Born in; for it ſeems che Alteration of our 
Condition, ſince the coming of the Meſſiah, is much 
for thewenrler: bas fon i Oe cre? 
In à Word, all good Men deſire and pray for the 
Jems Converſion, and d hope fo do the Anabpptiſts 
alſo; but it ĩs evident, that this their rigid Opinion 
concerning the Infants of Chriſtian Parents, i duly 
conſider d, lays a mighty Stumbling · block in the Way 
of the Jews - exſiaen. 93 SITE N 7 1748 4 
' ©  ObjeGhion againſt dhe Stcond Argument. 
Now that which the Anslaptiſir object agalnſt the 
foregoing Argument for Baptizing Infants, drawn 
from their Covenant · ſtate, is this, namely, That the 
Covenant which God made with Abraham, Gen; 17. 
in which he promis d to be à God to him and his 


only. A Carnal Covenant, prom iſing Carnab Things 
only, as the Land of Canaan, and ſuch like Tempo- 
ral Bleſſings. To which Objection of theirs I return 
a Threefold Reply. V ae 
1. Laffirm that the Covenant which God made 
with Abraham, Gen. 17. was moſt certainly à Cove- 
nant of Grace, as plainly appear to me Three Ways. 
(1.) From the Language and Expreſſion of it. (2.9 
From the Duration and Continuance of it. (3.) From 
the Bleſſings and Benefits convey d by it. 
_ Obſerve 1. The Language and Expreflion of it, 
Gen, 17. 7. I will be a God _ thee, and thy Seed af- 
„ PVC 
0 " 


——-, 
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ter thee: Nou is not this a pure Goſpel Phraſe; and 
ſhews it to be a Covenant made with Abrabam in 
Chriſt ? I pray, how comes Almighty-God (who upon 
the Breach of the Covenant of Works made with us in 
Adam became our enraged Enemy) to be a God unto 
fallen Man, any other Ways than by a Mediator, who 
is Jeſus'Chriſt, called the Angel of the Covenant ? If 
then it was a Covenant made with Abraham in 
Chriſt, it muſt neceſſarily be a Covenant of Grace, 
for AlmightyGod was never in a Covenant of Friend- 
ſhip witk any Man ſince the Fall but in and through 
[Jeſus Chriſt; out of whom he is a conſuming Fire, 
but in him our Covenant Friend; and moſt graciouſly 
Recbnciled Father. I 4 S971)” ,HOTTES . 
Ohſerve 2. The Duration and Continuance of this 
-Covenant which Almighty God made with Abrabam; 
the Lord calls it an Everlaſting Covenant; now the 


Covenant of Works which God made with Adam 


"was hut a ſhort · laſting Covenant. Lam aware that 
the Hebrew'Word for Everlaſting ſometimes in Scrip- 


ture ſignifies no more than a long Continuance of 


Time; but when the Lord ſays he will be a Perſon's 
God Everlaſtingly, it denotes his being ſo to all Eter- 

nity: For: whom the Lord loveth with à ſpecial 
Lobe he loves unto the End, and without End. 
Obſeryve 3. The Bleſſings and Benefits convey d by 


chis Covenant which God made wich! Abraham do 


Pro it to be a Covenant of Grace: To be a God 
unto him and his Seed, and that everlaſtingly, is a 
moſt comprehenfive Goſpel Bleſſing; tbr hereby God 
gives 4 Perſon an Intereſt. in all that he is, and in all 

that he has, ſo far as can be communicated to a Crea- 


ture. This Blefhng prornis'd to Abraham compre- 


hends Chriſt, Grace and Holineſs here, Glory and 
Happineſs hereafter: And accord ingly we find the 


Apoſtle, Hebrews 8th, uſes the ſame Expreſſion with 


this of God's to Abraham, Iwill be to them a God, 

and they ſhall be io me à People. 8 Nef | 
2. Fanſwer, that the Covenant which God makes 
with Believers, now under the Goſpel, is _ very 
| 5 ſame 
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ſame for Subſtance with that which he made with 


Abraham under the Old Teſtament; for Abraham is 


ſtill the Father of the Faithful, and the Believing Gen- 


tiles, under the Goſpel, are as much his Seed in God's 


Account as the Fews were under the Law; it is true, 


that the Adminiſtration of the Covenant is different 
no from what it was in Abraham's Time, but the 
Covenant itſelf is the ſame; for obſerve, there ne- 


ver were but Two Ways of Life to Mankind, the 


one before the Fall by perfect doing, the other ſince 
the Fall by ſincere believing and obeying; Anſwer⸗ 
ably hereunto, there can be but Two Covenants be- 
= twixt God and Man-; the Covenant of Works made 


* with us in Adam, and the Covenant of Grace made 


his Epiſtle to the 


with us in Chriſt, the laſt of theſe has paſt under 
various Adminiſtrations, accord ing to the different 
Ages of the Church; in Abrahams and the I raelitet 
Iime it was more obſcurely Adminiſtred, under 
the Goſpel it is more conſpicuouſly and clearly ma- 
- nifeſted.3 but ſtill the Covenant for Subſtance then 


and now the ſame; when therefore the Apoſtle, in 
Hebrews, calls ours a better Cove- 

nant: than the Fews were under, he means not for 
Subſtance, but for Clearneſss. 
In a Word, if the Covenant which God made 


with Abraham be a Covenant of Works, (as the 
+ Anabaptiſts affirm,) how comes Circumciſion, the 


Seal of that Covenant, to be called a Seal of the Righ- 
teonſneſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 11. the Righteouſneſs of 


* Faith and Works being oppoſite? 


3. I reply, that if the Covenant which God made 
with Abraham of Old, and with us now, be one 
and the ſame Covenant of Grace, then our Infant- 
ſeed have a Right to Baptiſm, the preſent Seal 
of the Covenant, as the Seed of Abraham had a Right 
to Circumciſion, the Seal of the Covenant of Old; if 


Infants Church-Memberſhip then was no Abſurdity, 


it can be none now ; if Children were in Covenant 

with God in Abrahams Day, they are ſo at this Day; 

unleſs we find that Almighty God has 1 = 
1 clude 
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cluded them from his Grace and Favour, which doth 


not appear, but rather the ' contrary ; for many 
Scriptures ſpeak: of the enlarging of our Priviledges ? 
under this laſt and heſt Adminiſtration of the Core- 


nant of Grace. If then Almighty God under the Old 
Teſtament vouchſafed it as à Gracious Priviledge 
unto Infants to be incorporated wh their Parents, 
and to be accounted Members of his Cl 

muſt be declared capable of the fame Priviledge ſtill, 


without an expreſs Prohibition from God himſelf f 


to the contrary.” FF 
Jo ſum up all then that I judge needful to ay 
upon this Argument; if the Covenant which G 

made with Abraham and his Seed was a Covenant of 
Grace, (as I hope clearly appears to you,) and if the 
Covenant which God makes with us under the Goſ- 
pel be for Subſtance the ſame with that which he 
made with Abraham of Old: and if the Seal of the 
Covenant then, which was Circumciſion, was applied 
by God's Appointment to all his Infant-ſeed; then 


by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, Baptiſm, which is *, 
the preſent Seal of the Covenant ot Grace, ohght ; 


to be applied to . Infants now, unleſs Almight 
God has declared his Pleaſure to the Date ae 
Miet, ln 
Arg. 3. If Infants are capable of Spiritual Benefit 
by Baptiſm; then Baptiſm may, and ought to be, 


adminiſtred-to-Infants 5 if they are capable of tlie 


inward and inviſible Grace, ſurely they may partake 
of the outward and viſible Sign : If the Word of 
the Promiſe doth belong to them, ſurely the Seal of 
the Promiſe ought not to be withheld from them. 


But the former is true, namely, that Infants are 
by Baptiſm; therefore the latter 


capable of Benefit 

is true alſo, they ought to be Baptized. . 
There are amongſt others Two Special Bleſſings 
and Spiritual Benefits, which Infants are capable of 
by Baptiſm, namely, the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
and the Regeneration of their Nature. 
1. Remiſſion of Sin; This being an Act of Gratui- 
2 bs | "Te 
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oth I 5 * 1 * 
fous Favour in God, diſcharging a Perſon from his 
07 Obnoxiouſneſs to Wrath, upon the Score of Guile 


Contracted. An Infant is certainly as capable of this 


he 
all his forfeited Rights: 


"ear 
| | C 
_ : ? 


ne and Corruption of: Blood, and that I am perfectly 
Me reconciled to him. | n 


ſtration was brought to prove. But farterr. 


1 "4 


Grace is called by St. John the Seed of God, 1 Ep. 
ch. 3.9, Now what hiuders but that the Seal. 


—— HDH 
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of an Infant may be as capable of this Seed as of: 
grown Perſon. For thus | argue. — 
II the Image of God, conſiſting in Holineſs, was 
received by the Soul in the Firſt Creation, without 
the Soul's Contribution to the Production of it, 
why may not the ſame Image of God be reftored to 
the Soul in the New Creation; without the Souls 
Coneurrence and Co-operation to the Reſtitution of + 

it For why may not the Spirit of God produce in an Ta 
Infant that imperfect Regeneration, whereof we arenow Þ 

ſpeaking, as well as he did that more perfect Holineſs, 
in'which our Firſt Parents were Originally Created > &| 
What an high Affront then do thoſe Men give to 
the Omnipotency of the Holy Spirit, who affirm; +» 
that it is as vain a Thing to hope and pray that Al- 
mighty God ſhould: Regenerate an Infant with his 
Holy Spirit, as to expect that he ſhould illuminate 
a Stone or a Tree? F e affect „ Ian! 
But if Infants are found capable Subjects of Rege- 
nerating Grace, and. Remiſſion of Sin, (as I hope ap- 
pears,) then ſurely they are capable of Baptiſm-; for 
che Out ward and Viſible Sign ought not to be denied 
to ſuch as are capable of the Inward and Spiritual! 
Odbjection againſt. the Third Argument. 

But, ſay the O05olers of Infant-Baptiſm, Infants 
are by a Natural Incapacity rendred uncapable of 
any Spiritual Benefit by Baptiſm; therefore Baby- 
Baptitm, (as they ſcornfully call the Ordinance,) is 
ſimtul in the Adminiſtration, and folly in the Admi- 
or.. 01-19% en 
I Anſwer, this is the higheſt Arrogancy imagina- 
ble, to make yourſelves Wiſer than God; will you 
ſay Almighty God acted Fooliſhly in commanding 
Tſaac to be Circumciſed, when he was under as Na- 
tural an Incapacity toanſwer the End of Circumcifi- 
on, as our Children are to apprehend the Reaſon of 
Baptiſm 2 Why do you not then call it a Baby- Cir- 
cumcifion 2 Verily, if your Argument has any Force 
it riſes up againſt Infant-Circumciſion, as well 1 
I | again 


"3 inſtituted for the ſame End that Baptiſm is; and 
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againſt Infant-Bapriſm, becauſe Circumciſion was 


the Party Circumciſed was under the ſame Natural 


was Incapacity with the Perſon Baptized. Neither one 
out nor the other underſtood what was done unto them; 
it, the Jewiſh Infants only felt the Pain of the Circum- 
to Fifing-knife, as our Infants feel the Coldneſs of the 
ul's -Bapciſmal-water, but neither of them were capable 
of pf underftanding the Significancy of the Ordinance. 
an Jam aware of the frivolous Objection which you 
ow make to evade the Force of this Argument, by ſay- 
eſs, Ing that Circumciſion was more proper for Children 
d "than Baptiſm, becauſe it left an indelible Character 
to upon the Child, and imprinted a fizniticant Mark 
m, apon its Fleſh, which did not wear out; whereas 
Al- Baptiſm is a tranſient Sign, and leaves no Mark upon 
nis the Forehead of the Baptized Chile. 
ite But there is no Force at all in this Objection; be- 
KL. auſe, tho Circumciſion did leave a Mark upon the 
je- Child's Fleſh, :yet the Circumciſed Child did not un- 
p- derſtand what that Mark ſignified, till it was grown 
or pp, and inſtructed by the Parent, no more than the 


Baptized Child knows the Reaſon of its Baptiſmal 
Waſhing till the Parent acquaints it with the Myſte- 
1. So that the Cafe is the very ſame. What does 
Baptiſm (ſay you) avail before the Infant is capable 
of underſtanding the Nature, Uſe, and End of it 2. 
What did the Mark imprinted on the Childrens Fleſh. 


In Circumciſion (ſay I) profit them before the Parent 


Inſtructed them, that it was the Token of God's 
Tovenant with them? So that according to your 
Way of Reaſoning Circumciſion and Baptiſm ought 
both to have been deferr'd till Years of Diſcretion; 
Irhich, as I hinted before, is to make yourſelves. 
viſer than God, who knows better than you when 
0 Time the Application of his own Ordinances. 
But let us hear your Reaſons why Infants are alto- 
gether uncapable of Benefit by Baptiſm 
XZ Becauſe ſay you, (1.) They want actual Laien 
Kepentance. 650 Becauſe they are not capable 0 

Miniſterial Teaching. | 1. You 


Y * 

dy 
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1 
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Condition required in order to Baptiſm 3 He that 
Believer, and is Baptized, ſhall be Saved, &cc. St. 
CSS 16 FE · -. Al 
ET Anſwer, that a Profeſſion of actual Faith is ne- 
ceflarily required before Baptiſm in all Adule-Perſons, 7 
that is, Perſons grown to Riper Years, who are the 
Perſons whom dur Saviour meant when he ſaid, 
He that Believeth, and is Baptized, ſhall be Saved, as 
moſt evidently appears by the following Words, He 
that Believeth ſhall not be Damned: What ? Muſt all | 
that die in their Infancy go to Hell for an Impoflibi- f. 
lity ? The Text only intends ſuch as by hearing the 
Goſpel preached are capable of actual Faith; ſuch as 
injoy the Means of Faith, and yet live and die in the * 
Neglect of Faith, and Contempt of Baptiſm; - ſhall % 
| 1 be Damned, 2 Theſſ. 3. 10. Says the A- 
poſtle, I any Man will not work, let him not eat; that 
is, ſuch as are capable of working muſt work, but 
muſt Children be ſtarved becauſe they cannot labour? 


of profeſſing actual Faith, therefore the firſt Text th 
u 
FC 


: * 


ought they not to be Baptized at preſent. 125 
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Baptiim, tho they do not at preſent underſtand and -: 


I 4 
& 
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6 


call Eleven or Twelve Men, and communicate to 
them a Medicine againſt the Plague, and bid them th 


teach you, the Inhabitants, the Vertues of this Me- th 


dicine; aſſuring you, that he that believeth and 5 

takech the Remedy fhall live, bot he that believeth | of 
and receiveth it not' ſhall die. J. 
1 demand, whether according to the Mind of God WH 


is 


2 
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gathered from the Words of this Commiſſion, the Re- 
medy preſcribed fhould be adminlſtred only to grown 
\Z Perſons, becauſe they only are capable of Underſtand- 
ing, and believing the Vertue and Efficacy of it? Cer- 
tainly every Rational Man among you would conclude 
his Child capable of the Remedy as well as himſelf, 
altho' Ignorant of the Vertue that is in it, and only 
Paſſive in the Adminiſtration of it; and that it would 
be Cruelty, yea, Murther, in the Parent to deny the 
Application of it to all his Children. | 


2. J Anſwer, that tho' Children have not actual, 


vet they have habitual, Faith; Faith in Semine, and 
ſo are potentially Believers ; as for Inſtance, Infants 
have not the Uſe of Reaſon, yet becauſe they have 

the Principle of Reaſon, we call them Keaſonable 
„ Creatures the Firſt Day they are Born. 
fants, whilſt ſuch, have not the Uſe and Exerciſe of 
Faith, but they have it in the Root, tho* not in the 
A” Fruit, and ſo may be called Believers initially. 


Thus In- 


Add to this, that Infants being Born within the 


m- their Parents 
bis (A2, 
to 2. Tour 2d O 
m this; Infants are 


17 


he 


1. Lanſwer, 


yits Parents 
185 


Words in our Sa 


Boſom of the Church of Believing Parents, the Faith 
of the Parent is to them, (at preſent,) inſtead of an 

outward Profeſſion in their 
they haye Fidem Federis, tho? not Fidem Fæderao- 
rum, as the Learned Prideaum 
Child is Saveable b 
Za Believer is Ba 


ons; and thus 


» for tho no 
aith, yet the Child of 
2 ptizable by Vertue of its Parents Faith; 
„ becauſe the Parent receives the Promiſe of God both 
for himſelf and for his Seed, Ad. 2. 39. and why 
d -F may not Children he ſſiled Believers with Reſpect to 
well as they are ſtiled Saints, 
to their Parents Profeſſion 2? 


jection againſt my 2d Argument is 
not capable of Miniſterial 1 
efore not of Baptiſmal Waſhing, becauſe, Teach - 
8 's Commiſſion, St. 
Go Teach and Boptize ail Nations. | 
a mighty Weakneſs to infer from 


the 
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the Order of the Words the neceſſary Order of © 
Things. St. Matthew ſets Teaching before Baptiz- = 1 
ing, but St. Mark ſets Baptizing before Teaching, 
Ch. 1. v. 4. ſo that no concluſive Argument can be 
drawn from thence either Way. But, 8 

2. Obſerve the true Reaſon why Chriſt bid his E 
Diſciples firſt Teach, and then Baptize, becauſe nge 
was now ſending his Apoſtles forth amongſt the Hea- 
then to convert them to Chriſtianity ; in which 
Work we all know that the Preaching of the world 
mult go before the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. 
Should the King of England ſend his Miniſters into © 
Foreign Plantations to convert the Indians to Chri- © 
ſtianity, they ought not to be Baptized before they ® 
are Taught and Inſtructed, but when the Parents are 
Proſelited, and make a Viſible Profeſſion of their 
Faith, their Children may be Baptized, and after- 
wards Inſtructed, as the Children of the Jewiſh Pro. 
ſelytes were firſt Circumciſed, and then Taught ; 
for tho Abraham was firſt Taught, and then Cir- 
cumciſed, yet Iſaac was firſt Circumciſed, and then 
Taught. 90 that the Senſe of our Saviour is this, 
Teach ſuch as ate capable of Teaching, and Baptize 
ſuch as are capable of Baptiſm. „0 
I will illuſtrate the Matter to pu of a plain Simi- 
litude. Suppoſe a Perſon, Owner of a great Flock 
of Sheep, ſhould command his Shepherd to ſhear al! 
his Sheep, and give them an Ear-mark to know 7 
them by; ſhould the Shepherd ſhear the Sheep, and 
| out, mark them, and leave out all the Lambs, 9 

1 


hich perhaps made up half the Fold) unmarked, 7 
cin the Shepherd be ſuppos d to have done his Duty > 1 
Suppoſe he ſays the Lambs were very Young, and 
uncapable of Shearing; true, ſays the Owner, but 
were they not capable of Marking??? - . 

Infants, ſay you, are not capable of Teaching, 
but are they not capable of Chriſt's Ear-mark, (Bap-. 
tiſm) by which Chriſt's Sheep are diſtinguiſhed from 
the Devil's Goats? But, according to your Princi- 
ples, Chriſt's Fold has no Lambs in it, but all Sheep, F 
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Words of our Saviour himſelf, St. Mark, 10. 1 . 
Ssanffer little Children to come unto me, for of ſuch is the 


toes Chriſt own them for Subjects of his King- 
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w Lovfulneſs of Iifant-Baptifn. 21 
"* ſich a Fold as the World never yet heard ofi See 
MEAT ͤ ͤ wy 
® J: 3 Arg. If Infants be capable of Chrift's Bleſſing 
on Earth, and of his Preſence in Heaven; if they be 
Subjects of his Kingdom of Grace, and Heirs of his 
Kingdom of Glory ; then they have an undoubted | 
*XRight ro the Prlviledge of Subjects, amongſt which 
Baptiſm, the Seal of the Covenant, is not the leaſt. 
Jr take the Argument thus, _ „ 
Thoſe whom Chriſt invites to him, and are re- 
ceived by him, his Miniſters may not refuſe, nor 
put from them. But Infants are by Chriſt invited 
to him, and when ſuch, received by him: There- | 
fore the Minilters of Chriſt may not, ought not. 


dauurſt not, ;refuſe to receive them into Communion 


with them, Again, if there be no other ordinary 
Way of coming to Cbriſt now, but by Admiſſion 
into the Church of Chriſt, then the Minifters of the 
Church ought not to exclude thoſe whom Chritt 
as , ; Fa TRIO | b ; ; 

invites; but there is no other ordinary Way now of 


coming to Chriſt, but by Admiſſion into the Church 
of Chriſt, therefore none mult be excluded whom 
Jeſus Chriſt has gracioufly invited: 


For the Proof of this Argument I appeal to the 


7 Kingdom of. Heaven ; that is, my Kingdom of Grace, 
my Church on Earth, and my Kingdom of Glory in 


72 
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Heaven, conſiſts of ſucking Children, (fo the Origi- 
_* = nal Word ſignifies,) as well as grown Perſons: From 


2 whencel thus argue; does Chrift take Children into 
his Arms, and ſhall his Church caſt chem out of her 
EL | 


g 


dom, and ſhall we allow them no better ſtanding 
than in the Devil's Kingdom 2 * Oe 
Does the Spirit of Chriſt call che Infant-ſeed' of 


Believers Holy; and we ſhall prophanely call them 
Common and Unclean, like the Seed of Hädels and 


3.29} = Shall 


Shall we allow them no other Priviledge by being 
Born of Chriſtians Parents than what the Children 
of Larks and Infidele do enjoy? dat our g. 
'- Can any Wiſe or Good Man belleve that our Sa- 
viour would ſpeak ſuch favourabie Words of Infants, 
and by his outward Geſture manifeſt ſo much Good- 
will towards them, only with an Intent to inſnare 
and deceive us? Doubtleſs it was to encourage his 
Minifiers and Ambaſſadors to perform all Charita- 
ble Offices towards them; and purſuant to ſuch En- 
couragement I will much rather chuſe to anſwer my 
Lord and Saviour at the Great Day for admitting 
7 — 85 of e Of. 1 8 into 250 L 
urch by Baptiſm, than for keeping One out: For 
if Chriſt denies them not the Kingdom . 
which is the greater, what Reaſon have I to deny 
them Baptiſm, which is the leſs > Therefore, as 
Calvin.very well obſerves upon the Place, tis no lefs 
than audacious Sactiledge in the Miniſters of Chriſt 
to drive them from his Sheepfold, which he ſo 
lovingly owns to be a Part of his Flock. And altho 
Ido, and even deſire, to bear a Loving and Chari- 
table Mind towards the Perſons of the Anabaptiſts, 
yet can J not be reconciled. to their Unkind and Un- 
charitable Opinion, which robs Parents of their 
Comfort, Infants of their Right, the Church of its 
Members, and God of his Glory, . 
SAY Objettions againſt the Fourth Argument, © 
1. Obj. Say you, we read that Chritt Bleſſed thefs 
Children, but we find not that he Baptized them, 
Anſ. Our Saviour Baptized not any himſelf, there= 
fore no wore! that he did not Baptize Infants ; ; 4 
his praying for them, His bleſſing of them, and de- 


| 


claring that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to the F 
was a great deal more than if he had Baptized them, 
belides, being capable of Chriſt's Bleffing, they were 
capable alſo of Baptiſm, being purely paſſive in both, 7 
and it theſe Children were not Baptized now, yet 
they had now an unqueſtionable Right to Baptiſm. = 
| _-2+ Ob}. But we do not read that ever the Diſciples 
Baptized theſe Children afterwards. Af. 
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| 1 ference in this Cafe: : | 
T of Initiation; or Admiſſion into the Viſible Church; 


7 Tome; 
mach, and ſo is the proper Ordinance for grown 
Chghritlians. And accordingly you may obſerve, that 


.; capableof Circumciſion; yet | 
Were admitted to the Paſſover before they were able 
J 0ðo go up ta the Temple, to enquire about the Mean- 
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The Lawfulneſs of Tnfant-Baptiſm. 3. 4 
Anſw. Perhaps they were Baptiz'd before ; but if 


not, does it follow that the Apoſtles did not Baptize 
theſe Children becauſe we have no mention of it? 
The Scriptute nowhere tells us that the Apoſtles 
themſelves were Baptiied; ſhall we therefore con- 
dlude that they were never Baptized. 

3. 06j. But ſay you, if Infants have a Right to 
Baptiſm, becauſe Chriſt ſays, Of ſuch is the Kingdom 
"oF 4 Heaven then it follows as well that they have a 
Right to the Lord's Supper, and ought to be Com- 


municated as well as Baptized > 3 
du., There is not the ſame Reaſon, becauſe, 


# 


; 1. Almighty God requires a particular Qualification 


do fit a Perſon for the Lord's Supper, which Infants 


re not capable of; namely, the Exerciſe of actual 
Stace in Self-examination, in diſcerning the Lord's 
Body, and remembring the Death of Chriſt; 2: The 
. different Nature of the Sacraments hints to us a dit- 


$ 
1 


for Baptiſm being a Sactament 


erſons of all Ages are capable of it; but the Lord's 


F $a pper being a Sacrament of Confirmation, and the 
Means of our Spiritual Growth iti Chriſt; requires. 


anding in the Church, and ſtrength of Sto- 


ewiſh Infants at Eight Days Old were 
7 Heir Children never 


ing, and underſtand the IReaſon, of that Service. 
In like Manner, when our Children Old are enough 
to underſtand: che Nature of the Lord's Supper, and 
3 of | 5 xo the TR 3 in ter 

to a worthy Participation of the Ordingnce, they - 
intay. chen be admitted to It + But not befnte. 
11. 195 If the Infants of Chriſtian Parents ate fe- 
derally Holy; then are they Subjects qualified for Bap- 
tiſm. But, the Scripture pronounces ſuch Children 
federally Holy ; therefore they are qualified for Bap- 


um; and may be admitted coit C2 Se 
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24 The Lawfulieſs of Infant-Baptiſm.. © 
See Two Texts of Scripture for the Proof of this 


Areurgent, OT r 25 
1. Text, Rom. 1 1. 16. Tf the Root he Holy, the Bran- 
ches are alſo Holy; where by the Root we are to un- 
derſtand the Old Teſtament Saints, "Abraham, Iſazc, 
and Jacob, and by the Branches their Poſterity, the 
People of the Jews This Root is ſaid to be Holy 
in Regard of the Promiſe, which was made to them 
VTV 
Now foraſmuch as the et, the Natural Branches, 
are for Unbelief broken off, and the Believing Gen- 
tiles are grafted in their ſtead, and ſucceed in their 
Priviledges in the Sence that they were Holy, ſo are 
we, namely, not with an internal and inherent Holt- 
neſs, Poſing by Natural Generation from Parent to 
9 


Child, but with an External, Relative Covenant 
Holinefs, grounded on the Promiſe made to the 
Faithful and their Seed. _— e e 
a. Jet is, 1e. 7. 5 The anbelieving Wife ie 
Fancł iſied by the believing Husband, &c. elſe were your 
Children unclean; but now ave they Hoyt. ©! 
Which Words are St. Paul's Anſwer to the Corin- 
thians Sctuple ; whether ſuch as had Heathen and In- 
fidel Wives, ought not to put them away with their 
Children, as in the Days of Ezra ? TheApoftle reſolves 
them that they ought not; for (ſays he) the Unbe- © 
lieving Wife is Sanctified to the Believing Husb and? 
How Sanctiſied? Not in her Natute, but in her Uſe; © 2? 
ſo as that they might Tawfully cohabit and converſe 
together; and for your Children they are Holy, not 
with an Foherdnt” Taper Perfonal Holinefs, for tige 
Holieſt Man's Child is Born in Sin, and by: Nature a 
Child of Wrath; but with an External, Relative, 
Federal Holineſs | they are not common and undean, 
like the Children of Infidels, but fit to be Partakers 
of the Priviledges of the Church, and of being admit- © C 
ted by Bapriſm'ifito; the Church, Which the Chil- . 7 
dreu of Iatdets gre loo. 


„ „n 
* 
o 


1 


3 > - * : ry « 4 & 


<< Wwe” tl 


Go het hdd Be = 


Prows:- 6-3". CL. L 


& Bs 


_— x 9 


+ ie ) 


- 


- S 0&0 'W7 WW, ww oY Ys 
4. £8 n . A ” 


7 ; 


## 7, 


75 * 4 
i 2% 
. 

3 


(Holy) tho ft be us'd above-Five: Hundred Times, 


The Larfulneſi of Infant-Baptiſus. 25 
& -  ... Oljedlion againſt the Fifth Argument, 


9 That which the Oppoſer of Infant - Baptiſm object 
Aa againſt this Argument is this; that the Apoſtle in 


1 Cor. 7. 14. intends a Matrimonial Holineſs, your 
Children are Holy, that is, fay they, they are Legiti - 
bp mate, and not Baſtards. To which 1 anſwer « that 


2 this is not an Interpreting, but 2 Racking, of the 
S.criptures, to maintain a private Opinion; it is to 
make the Scripture ſpeak what you think, and not 


= what the Apoſtle intends; for according to this In- 
A dee — Word How, the Apoſile ſpake 
> neither pertinently nor truly. .- -- ee 
I. Not pertinently, for his Anſwer had been no- 
thing to the Purpoſe; the Caſe was put concernin 
Husbands and Wives, not concerning Men an 


Whores; and the Queſtion. propounded was not, 
Whether the Corinthians were lawful Man and Wife? 
(Nobody doubted that?) but whether the Chriſtian 
Husband might put away hisHeathen Wife. The Apo- 

title anſwers, that he ought not; if-ſhe were willing to 
continue and dwell with him; for, ſays he, the Wife, 

tho' an unbelieving Heathen, is ſanctified to her 
Chriſtian Husband ; not ſanctiſied in Reſpect of her 

Ferſonal Condition, but in Reſpect of her Conjugal 

Relation ; for tho ſhe be unclean in the Sight of God, 

yet is ſhe ſanctiſied in a Way of Marriage to her Be- 

lieving Husband; Becauſe to the pure all things. are 
pure; otherwiſe (ſays the Apoſtle) 75 Children 
would be Unclean, as the Children of Heathens are, 

hut now are they Holy ; that is, to be acccunted Vi- 


* 772 


fible Saints, till they profeſs; the contrary; and as 
ſuch to be admitted to Church Priviledges. 
21. According to this Interpretation of the Ward 
(Holy) the Apoſtle had not ſpoken truly; for the 
Children of Heathens Born in Lawful Wedlock are 
no more Baſtards than the Children of Chriſtians; 
their Parents Marriage frees them ſurely from the 
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_ ECharge of Illegitimacy as well others. 


„Add to this, that in all theNewTeftament the Word 
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36 The Lawfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſar. 
et never ſignifies Legitimacy, but is always us'd for 
2 State of [aged to God ': Take One Inftance 
inſtead of many, St. Paul in the Inſcriptions of 
his Epiſtles directs (Tecs *Ayiors) To the Saints or Holy | 
Ones at Rome and Corinth „c. Now according to 
' theſe Mens Interpretation of the Word (Saints) the 
Apoſtle's Meaning ſhould be this, to all that are not- 
Baſtards, and unl: wry Begotten at Rome and Co. 
rinth, &c. unleſs they will ſay that the Word Saint, 
when applied to grown Men, does ſigniſie Holy, but 
when applied to Children, muſt fignifie Legitimate ; 
but here they are extremely out in their Logick, for 
every Freſh-man can tell them, that magis & minus 
aon variant ſpeciem, I muſt ſay therefore, that foraſ- 
much as the Word _ in all other Places in the 
New Tefiament, doth ſigniſie Dedication or Separa- - * 
tion to an Holy Uſe, to make it in this Place (ix. 
. Cor. 7. 14.) to ſigniſie Legitimation, is a Bold Pra-: 
ctiling upon the Scriptures; and Men inſtead of _ 
bringing their Opinions to the Touchſtone of: the 
Scriptures, do reſt and rack the Scriptures to favour | 
Gere, - 
| hat which has been the conſtant and Im- 
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mernortal Practice of the Church of God in all Ages 
of the World, is unqueſtionably an Ordinance of God; 
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The Levfulnſs of fe. Baptiſm 27 
1 T hat Infants were to be admitted into the 
Chriſtian Church appears from our Savour's expreſs 
Command in the Words of the Commiſſion, St. 
Niatth. 28. v. 19. Go Diſciple all Nations, Baptizi 
them. That is, go and Proſelyte. a the. Gentile Ti 


tions, wer any Diſtinction of Country, Se 


Age whatſoever, make the 851918 urch as * 

as you can. Doubtleſs had our Saviour hete int 

ed the ne of Infants qui of the Viſible Church, 

which had al along been included, this. Faithful- 

neſs to his Church would have oblig d. him to ac- 
int her with this merkten, Chriſt being Faith- 
ul to him that a Ne im, as Moſes was Faithful. 


7. v. 2, 

2. Baptizing Infants at pears in, the Chriſfian 
TY. from the Practice vu 1 Wk +7 
tized whole Families, Ly ad 


16; 15. the Jaylor > 96 All 15 100 3 
aa i is it to believe 15 We were Lildren 
9 LS Families a Parts o Houſhold2 2 For the 
Houſe and Houſhold in Scripture fignifies 
Idren r bla Pſal. 107-7 iTo:; 1 ens it ĩs 1 
laws Worg in He 


<p 1100 4 1 — Children under, 
Id up the. Houle, > and ke keep u 7h ve 5 ON 


12 ar 1 8 1 dingy 5 be Apo 9 ie dire, 

6 Biſhop to rule his Houſe we bon ently names 

Child dren as the. moſt conliderable Part of his Charge 

5 and , 2 Mes . & « fd 15 a Ly 

= y you,, we 2 at Lydis 
1 had any. "Ch Buſs {a xerch efore. ripture 


— we — as well lupoote th 5 Ly ia had no being 


ren, as you ſuppoſe that.ſhe hall. 
Anſiz, Neither doth the Scripture. name any H Huſ- 


that L Gs had, or any Servant in het Houſe, 
Ga cquaintance that were 
th her; ſo chat your ent runs thus, The 


1 Pn in Lydia's Houſe 
n Lygia had no 
1 argues the Scripture 

| mentis ach 


— mentions no 
Children; e ten i 


= 


23 The Lawfulneſs of In ſani. Baptiſu. 
mentioneth neither Husband, nor Child, nor Ser- 
vant, nor Kinsfolk, nor Friend; nor Neighbour, in 
Lydis's Houſe, therefore there Was none; ſo then Ly- 
dlia and her Houſe was Baptized, that is, Lydia and 
/ eb. DONE 

"Obj. 2. But you will fay, ſuppoſe Lydia had 
Children, and the Jaylor alſo, how does it appear 
that they were now Baptized, and not afterwards, 
when they came to Riper Yeats? (© 1 
Anſ. The Text ſays they and theirs were Baptized 
ſtraight way, Which implies ſtrongly that their Baptiſm 
was not delayed; but preſently performed; nor do A 
we anywhere read that either Lydia s, or the Faylor s, 
Childien were Baptized afterwards. e 
Search the Scriptures, and produce me one Inſtance -, 
if you can, from the Time of St. 7olin the Baptiſt to 
the Death of St. Fobn the Evangeliſt, which was more 
than Threeſcore Years, *-during which Time many 
Thouſands of Infants wete grown up to Maturity, 
and make it appear that they were not Baptized in 
their Infancy, or thiftheir Baptiſm'was deferr'd til! 
Riper Years, or that'there is any Divine "Command 
for the delaying the Baptiſm of the Children of Chri- 
ſtian Parents until they are grown up, and I Wil! 
frankly yield the Cauſſ/ j + 1 1 8 
3. We meet with early mention of the Baptizing 
of Infants in the Primitive Church after the Apoſtles, 
ſo eatly that none could ever yet define or declare 
when the Practice began, which ſhews it to be Apo- # 
ſtolical; and accordingly the Churches Practice in 
Baptizing Infants, altho it has been diſputed by par- 
ticular Perſons, yet was never cenſur d, much leſs 
condemned, by any Regular Society or Body of Chri- 
ſtians ſince the Apoſtles Days 
He that deſires to ſee a Cloud of Witneſſes out 


of Antiquity, for the Practice of Baptizing 
Infants in the Primitive Church, may conſult the 
Learned Voſſius in his Hiftorical Theſes de Baptiſmo'to 
his ample Satisfaction. It may be ſufficient for this 
Auditory that I only produce the ne of 
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Tie Freak ubneſe of Infant-Baptiſes. 9 


Two very Antient Fathers, St. Irenaus and St. Cy- 
\ F$prian, who lived very near the Apoſtles Times, and 
therefore may be ſuppoſed very well to underſtand 
' Fhe Practice of the Apoſtles e 
1. The former ſpeaks thus, Omnes venit Chriſtus 
per ſemetipſum ſalvare, omnes qui per eum renaſcuntur 
id Deum, Infantes -& Parvulos Juniores & Senjort, 
Pt. Tren. lib. 11. cap. 39. That is, Feſur Chrift tame 
io ſave all by bimfelf ; all, T ſay, who by him are Botn 

ain unto God; Infants and Little Ones, Toung and Old: 
By Infants being Born again unto God mult be under= 
Mood either their being Born of Water, or their be- 
ng Born of the Spirit; if their being Born of Wa- 
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ger be intended, then it is plain they were Baptized; 

F it be underſtood of their being Born of the Spirit, 
Innen it follows that they were capable of being Born 
f Water, that is, of being Baptized”; for ſuch as are 
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Fapable of the Thing ſignified, are certainly capable 
3 9 fo ot vr 92000” OE 1 RIVDE 
2. The Second Authority is that of St. Cyprian in 
His Epiſtle to Fidus, Hh. 58. Fidus, a Presbyter, hi 
Pyritten to St. Cyprian, his Biſhop, to defire his JudS- 
ent about Baptizing Infants before the Eighth Day; 


u“ "Fe Queſtion was not about the Lawfulneſs of Bap- 


2 


ring them, but abont the Circumſtance of Time, 
Whether. before the Eighth” Day, according to the 
Ae in Freude bon: $t, Cyprian returns him this 
Anſcper, That both binfelf and the Councel with him, 
P bich con ſiſted of G Biſbops, had unanimouſly deter- 
mined, that a Child hight be Baptized as ſoon as it was 
Forn. Adding theſe Words, Nulli bominum Nato, 
Nie ricordiam & gratiam Dei denegandam eſſe; that 
F, the Mercy and Grace of God, (diſpeneed by Bap- 
Fiſmy) is to be denied to no Child of Man, namely? 
pon the Account of its Age. After which, another 
Touncil, that at Milevis, deereed thus:  Qricungue 
Paraalor recente s ab uterismatrum'Baptizandos eſſenegar, 
Hnathema fit : 'He: that denies Infants to he Bap 36d- 
Es ſoon as they come out of their Mothers Womb; 
Ft him be an Anathema. But that I may fully fatisfic: 
us: M en e ee 


3 9 u* Lawfulneſs of Infant - Baptiſar. 
vou, my Auditors, (few of whom are capable of 
ſearching Antiquity,) inſtead of further Teſtimonies 
from the Ancients, I will produce Four Arguments, 
which to me are convincing Demonſtrations, that 
Children in the Primitive Times were Baptized i in 
their Infancy. _ 


1. Demonſt. If Children in the primitive Times | 


Pere confitm'd in their Minority, then they * 
undoubtedly Bap ized in their - Infancy ; 
former i is true, therefore the latter. 


Seripture plainly intimates; 


Hic locus ad pedobaptiſmi Approbationem facit, lays, 
Calvin. This Place Cap s he) makes for Infant-Bap- 


$a. how does i make for it, but thus? if 
ons were Contirm d in their Minority, (that is, 
as ſoon as they were capable of giving Account of 
their Faith to the Church,) then they were Baptized | 


in cheit Infancy. 


Qt. But What was this practice of Confirmati- 9 
oh, ay) you? Is it not Antichriſtian? And does it not 4 


N 1 of Popery? 


and abuſed it, by making it a 
iſparagement of it; for if we conſider 
on fr lis primitive f Purity And Practice ie will 8 
à very uſeful Ordinance | in the Church of Caritt. 
The Original of it thus. 
* the ds Church 3 were Two Sorte of 
c arg „ that is, Perſons Catechized. and Lon 
8 ed in doko Chriſtian Religion; the firſt 
extranci,) that is; Perſons wi out the Pale o the 
Viſible Church, Heathen: and ' Infidels by Birth : 
Now theſe. were firſt Taught, and- then | 
Art Inſtructed in the Faith. and.afterwards Ba 
. INC Holy Faith they were-Infiruded ; Se- 
- © cond Sort were Confederati, that is, the Children — 
1 e Parents, who belng Born vichln the * 


Bede 
8 
3 
9 
+. #50 


The Confirmation was an 2 Praftice, the . | 
e br. 6. v. 2. The Do- i | 
Qrine of Baptiſm, and of laying on of Hands, &c. 


ws * Wm. end ee BY > df > > > At AY bad > Pe pap py de peo 


Anſw,, Altho' the Church of Rome has corrupted 4 

Sacrament, and in 

Reſpects Superior to — — yet is this no juſt 
Confirmati- | 


” "I 6D had fan! A _— I} 44 4 an .Aa. +, _. at 
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ble Church, were look'd upon as being Members of 
it, and Baptized in their Infancy. Thefe being una 


ble to make a Confeſſion of their Faith before Bap- 
tiſm, as they grew up they were Catechized and 
Inſtructed in the Faith, which they had in their In- 


2 And when they were able 
ive an Account of their Faith, they carne into the 
lick Congregation, and made an open Confeſſion 


ic of it before the Church; Ratifying: by their own 


voluntary Conſent that Coytnant which they had 


che entred into with Almighty God at their Baptiſm, 


a 25 3 4 » 4 
7 appear many Ways. 
WW; 
* 
* 4 
| J 
Re 
o 


do les firlt Inflicution and Primitive Fractice, will 


7717 
Fair” 7 


and taking that Promiſe upon themſelves which 


their Sureties had made on their Behalf when they 
were Baptized. And thus by Prayer and Impofition 
of Hands they were received in Ecclefiam Adultorum, 
and fo were admitted to the Lord's Supper; and thus 
by a regular Tranſition they paſt out of a State of 
Infant Memberſhip into a State of Adult Member- 
ſhip, by a Perſonal owning of their Baptiſmal Cove= 


nant, - | - > foal ko £581 
Now the Uſefulneſs of Confirmation, according 


£4 By this Means, that a and defpi- 
ſed Ordinance of Catechiſing would be brought _into 
— 5 — Uſe, and greater Eſteem, in the 
2. Hereby Parents would be excited, and Chil- 
dren quiclmed, to ſerk after Knowledge, that they 
may be able to give an Account of that Faith which 
they are Baptized into. Le e Cond | 115 
3. By this Means a Sovereign Remedy would be 
provided againſt the Malady of mixt Communions ; 
Ignorant and Scandalous Perſons would hereby be 
kept” from Communion with the Church in that 


7 


| Venerable Ordinance of the Lord's Supper. 


da. Demaunſt. I. Children in their Infancy; in the 
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Unbaptized Perſons knowingly to the Lord's Table. 
But we find in the Waitings of the, Antient Fathers, 
Particularly St. Cyprian and St. Auguſtin, ſeveral Pleas 

for Childrens receiving the Lord's. Supper, amongit 


Son of Man, ye have no Life in yo m. 


that this was an Exrontous Opinion and Practice; 


{ 
| 
| 
| fant· Baptiſm, becauſe none could be Communicated 
| before they were Baptide. 
| And therefore the Practice of giving the Sacra- 
' ment to Infants, which was in U/e of Old, (and as 
| 
| 


I have read is ſtill in Uſe in the Greek Church at this 


Day,) is a moſtEmphatical Demonſtration that thoſe 


Churches were and are of Opinion, that Infant» F 
Baptiſm is as Lawful and Valid as that of Perſons of 


2 


Ripper Tears. 


which one of the Chief was grounded on St. Fobn | 
6. 53. Except ye eax the Fleſh, and drink the Blood of the | 


I know the Oppoſers of Infant - Baptiſm will reply, 2 | 


* 1 1 , ; 5 18 2 4 Pi 2485s 1 TAS» | N p 
. Demonſt. If the Antient Fathers brought the 


and Ido not pretend. to juſtifie it: But doubtleſs the i 
Practice of Infant-Communion may confirm any 
Reaſonable: Man in the Belief of the Practice of In- 


Baptizing of Infants as an Argument againſt Here- A ; 


| 
| 
| ticks,,to prove the-DNattrine of Original Sin, then 
| 
| ly in the Church. ane „ 5 . D 31 
| But we find 3 St. whe mr 5 a their 
as Sau of, the nabaptifts do at this Day, denied 
the Doctrine of Originaſ Sin, ) producing the Bap 
| . of Infants as an Argument to prove them Born 
| in VV 
| © Therefore thera mult be ſuch a; Practice in the; 
| Primitive Church as Baptizing Infants acknowledg- 
ed. This Pelagies was an, Heretick about the Year. 
400, Born in Britain, onithe ſame Day on which St. 
Auſtin was Born in Africa. (Providence ſo orderißgg 
— e 75 a ra — — 
ius in Reipect oA me.) Amangit other ot Ri 
Hereſies this wWaß one, that Infants Wete Born with: 
„ out 


Ge "> 
. anti 


certainly the Practice of Infant · Baptiſm was antient- P 
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out Originat Sin: St. Auſtin demanded of him the 
le. Keaſon why theChurch did then baptize Infants, for, 
's | ſays he, what is clean already needs not to be wathed. 
Qs Now thus I argue, it Infant-Baptiſm was not arr 


9 


tion, when it was urg'd as an Argument againſt them 2 
It had been eafie for them (If there had been any 
Grounds for it) to have denied the Practice of Bap- 
tixzing Infants ; or to have ſhewn that it was brought 
in by the falſe Apoſtles. But the Pelagians were fo 
far from doing this, that they Baptized Infants them- 
ſelves, and own'd, that tho' it was not neceſſary for 
Remiſſion of Original Sin, (becaufe as they thought 


at Apoſtolical Tradition, or were derivable from any 
bn Thing leſs than Apoſtolical Practice, how came it to 
he paſs that the Pelagianr did not reject it for an Innova- 


. Infants had none, ] yet they adjudg d it needful for 
4s Childrens obtaining the Kingdom of Heaven, and ac- 
s Pordingly did Baptize tem. 
ſs 4. Demonſt, It it was a groſs Error in the Primitive 
urch to admit Infants to Baptiſm ; then the Pri- 
of itive Fathers in ſuffering ſuch an Error to paſs un- 


enſured and uncondemned were guilty of the great- 
= Impiety and Hypocriſie: For what was this but 
Jo connive at a Mock-Baptifm, and to make many 
Millions of Mock-Chriſtians? We find the Ancient 


15 iathers ſmartly writing againſt other Herefizs that 
Pad crept in in their Days, as. the Herefie of the 
ir Puſtich, Marcionites, and Manichees, but not one 
J ord againſt the Error of Infant-Baptiſm, and yet 

d Poe are fully affurd that it was in Uſe in their Time. 
* And can we imagine that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 

— ot preſer ve One Church amongſt ſo many from fal- 


ing into ſuch a erg Error, but ſuffer the U- 
iverſal Church for 1600 Years together to perſiſt and 
ontinue in a ſinful Practice, if indeed it were ſuch? 
or not only the Primitive Church in the firſt Centu- 
ies, hut all the Reformed Churches in theſe laſt Ages, 
nd at this Day, do in all their Confeſſions of Faith 


5 feclare theirBelief of the Doctrine of Infaut-Baptiſm, 


1. The as 


* Th Linfulaeſs of Infant ' 


1. The Church of land, Art. 27. , 
The Baptiſm of Young Children is in any 2 to be 


fretained in the Church, as moſt agrecable with the 


Inſtitution of Chriſt, 


2. The French Church ſpedks thus: Infaiits that 
ate ez of Holy Parents ought to be kaptiz d by 


Chriſts Authority. 


3. The Dutch Confeiicn thus: We believe that a 


Children ought to be Baptiz d under the Goſpel, a 


$ thug: 


they were . Crouney 'd under the Law ; . I | 


as the. 


were made to them; and to t. 


| * je Church, of Boberhis lays, a Children, ought E: 
to be "x ts Chriſt, Oc. according to his Com. | 
10. 13 3s l 


mand, F 
1 The Church of ee fays We condemi the 
Dochrine of the Anabaptifts, which deny Baptiſm 


to the Children of Flere, Wh, 4 are ih CO ; pf 


with Got e. Fo 


Kee), . Ref. 
wif a4 Pwr can A it R 
God ou ſüffer d 


bne and the ſame 


15 believing what they pleaſe 

aving thus Weg hope) ede 
you, the 1 fulneſs of Infant · Baptiſm, I 

now. to the Second Part of my Province, to an 
the Uſefulneſs of that Ordinance in Heat 1 and to 
demonſtrate that it is Nee . U 

4 Perſon in Inf; 7 than when fer e e 12 of 
Underſtanding. _ Iafant-Baptiſm, ſa a; als Joh 

is unlawful, en] it is unuſeful: 


is Churches, Antient and Mo: 

dern, and that in all Farts of the World, to fall into 
hurch-deſitoying Practice, they, ne 

ve a Power which I ſhall. 80 envy. them, name- i | 


e 95. 


ful to. Baptize {Wo 


underſtand no more than Brute Beaſts what is done Wy pu 


unto them; therefore you may as warrantably, Bap- 
tie a Beaſt as a Cad. Here therefore I hal endes, 
ve r. theſe Two Points. (1.) Aſſert the Uſefultiels of 


tant rern in general: And the n. (24). Breet ns. 


hu 
IM 
old. 
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that it is much more Uſeful and Advantageous to 

< © Baptize a Child in its Infancy, than to omit it until 

« grow unto Years of Underſtanding. Fo 

. 1. I ſhall affert and prove the Uſefulneſs of Infant - 

t E Baptiſm in 5 that it is of mighty Advantage to 

y I Infants theſe Three Ways. (I.) As it is an Act of Ini- 

tiation. (2.) JAs it is an Act of Dedication. (3.) As 

it is an Act of Reſtipulation” 

1. [nfant-Baptiſm is greatly Advantageous as it is 

an Act of Initiation, that is, a Solemn Admiſſion of 

the Party Baptized into the Viſible Church: It is an 

Ordinance by which Babes are matriculated and a- 

dopted into the Houſe of their Father, and taken into 

the Arms of their Mother: Hence Baptiſm is call'd 
by the Ancicnts, Etelefie Janua, Gratie Porta, the Gate 


# £3 


he of the Church, and the Door of Grace; and for 

im that Reaſon they had their Boptiſteria, their Fonts, or 

nt Places for Baptiſm, erected near the Entrance, and 
not far from the Door of the Church: Now this Ad- 

miſſion into the Church being an Act of Favour and 

Divine Indulgence, Children as well as grown Men. 


are capable of it. As for Inſtance : Suppoſe a Prince 
, Whould take a Beggar's Child, and adopt him into his 
Family, and ſettle a Part of his Dominions upon him, 
end to ſolemnize and confirm this, ſhould coms and 
me- the Child to be waſh'd, with pure Water, who, durſt 
Heny the Child to be capable of this Act of Favour, 


1 And of Advantage by it? In like Manner our Chil- 
ced ren now being as capable, as the Jewiſh Childten 
ifeſt Heretofore, of the Sacrament of Admiſſion into the 

| to {Viſible Church, by Virtue of their Admiſſion, you 
tie o entitle them to many choice Priviledges, and ſpe- 
s of Fil, Advantages, | wo 

1¹ For, 1. Infants by being Members of the Viſible 
hi hurch, are intereſted in all the Prayers that are dai- 


y put up in and for the Church: For though the 
hurch y the Common Tie of Humanity prays for 
dear ll Mankind, vet thoſe that are of her own Flockand 
so Fold have a ſpecial Intereſt in her daily Supplicati- 
we; ns. Altho there is not a Treaſury of Wanne | 
| ; there 


—— — 
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there is a Stock of Prayers continually going in; and 
for the Church, in which the Infant-ſeed of Belie- 
vers, as well as others, have a particular Share : 
Now if you will fully negle& to admit them by 
Baptiſm into the Church, her Charity towards 


them, and Prayers for them, can extend no farther 


td then than to Heathens and infidels. 


23 Infants, by vertue of their Admiſſioii into the 
Chriſtian Church; have an Intereſt in that Special 
Providential Care which Chrift exerciſes over his 
Church. Although Chriſt exerciſes a general Care 
over the whole Creation, yet he is in a morepeculiar | 
Manner the Keeper of his Iſrael; his Eye is upon 
every Member of his Church Night and Day; and 


Infants no leſs than others are under the Over · ha- 
dowing Wings of his Carre. 


J. Infahts admitted by Baptiſm into the Viſible * 
Church do ſtand nearer than the reſt of Mankind to 
the Promiſes of God; the Churches Children have 
a ſpecial Promiſe of being taught of God, Ii. 54. 
. All thy Children ſhall be taught of God, and | 
eat ſhall be the Peace of thy Children. Whoſe Chil- * 
dren are theſe, but the Children of the Goſpel 7 
Church. Now the leaſt Member of the Goſpel 
Church is a more Special Object of thoſ*® Promiſes * 
than any Perſon that is without can be ſuppoſed ro ſee 


5 


Infant. Baptiſm then is Ad vantageous as it is an 


Act of Initiation or Admiſſion into the Church. 
2. As it is an Act of Dedication it is farther Ad- 
vantageous: The Parent in Baptiſm Conſecrates his 
Child to the Service of its Rightful Lord and Maſter. 
Infants, it's certain, may be now preſented unto 
the Lord as well as the Firſt- born were preſented 
unto him of Old; and if they may be, they muſt 
be, and the ſooner the better. Tour Children are 
God's already by Vertue of his Choice, let them be 
alſo his by Vertue of your Conſecratioůn. 
Dedicate them to God in Baptiſm, and ſay, Lord, 
hete is thy Child and mine; mine by Nature, * 
2 a | | y 
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id by Covenant. I here preſent him to thee, let him 
be accepted by thee: Oh! Make him thine by Grace, 
- and by Adoption, as well as by a Fœderal Re- 
N lation. Thou giveſt him the outward Sign, Oh! 
433 Do not deny him the inward Grace. 5 

3. And farther, Baptiſm adminiſtred in Infancy is 
greatly Advantageous, as it is an Act of Reſtipula- 
tion, that is, the Child at Baptiſm enters into Co- 
venant with God, takes (as it were) Chriſt's Preſs- 
Money in its Hand, and its Name is entred into the 
2 Muſter-Roll of the Great Captain of our Salvation, 
the Child takes an Oath of Fidelity to him, and ob- 

IE liges itſelf to fight Chriſt's Battles againſt Sin, the 
World, and the Devil. „ 
Now I demand, can your Children begin too 

ſoon to enter their Proteſtation againſt theſe Spiritua 
Enemies of their nen 2 Can they too early en- 
gage themſelves to God, by obliging themſelves to 
become his Covenant Servant? 
3 - Oby, But, ſay you, Infants are not capable of 

= making this Engagement in their own Perſons ; 
il⸗ how can they enter into Covenant with God, who 
know net that God is, or who he is? ap” 
"Z . Av. This Objection ties as ſtrongly againſt Infant- 
ſes Circumciſion. as againſt Infant-Baptiſm ; yet ob- 
; F ſerve, that Almighty God was pleaſed to Seal the 
Covenant of Old to the Fewiſh Children, upon an 
27 1mplicitand imputative Stipulation, which at Years 
of Underſtanding they were bound to own, by open- 
ly profeſſing the Jewiſh Religion; an implicit Stipu- 
lation was. fufficient for the Children of Believers 3 
then, although an open Profeſſion and Stipulation 
was required af grown Perſons, in like Manner, 
Baptiſm being Ordained for Perſons of different Ages, 
or Perſons under, as well as at Years of Diſeretion, 
re perſonal and expreſs Covenanting is required of the 
former: But as for Children; . Baptiſm may be ad- 
| miniſtred to them upon an implicit and vicarious Re- 
d, I fitpulation, by their Sponſors or Sureties, of whom 
ne Tertullian ſpeaks, (de Baie cap. 18.) as à Practice 


in 
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in Uſe in the Primitive Church, that the Sponſors | 
did ſtipulate in the Name of the Minors when the 
were Baptized : and I cannot underſtand what goo 
Reaſon can be ſhewn, why Infants, under the New 
Teſtament, ſhould not Covenant with God, byan | 
implicit and vicarious Stipulation, as well as the 
Jewiſh Infants did under the Old Teſtament. g 

Having thus ſhewn:the Benefit and Advantage of 
Infant-Baptiſm in general, I ſhall next prove to you, 
that it is much more uſeful and beneficial to Baptize 
| . Child in its Infancy, than to omit it till Riger 2? 

ears. 1 FAG _ 

I. Becauſe no Infant-Member is capable of Hypo- 
criſie, which Perſons grown up are too much guilty * 
of: I do not ſay that Infants are a Pure Part of Man- 
kind, but I may fay they are the pureſt Part there- 
of, wholly uncapable of that groſs Hypocriſie, which 
is too often found amongſt your Adult Profelytes, 
according to your own Confeſſions; which tell us 
(in your Books) of Droſs and Chaff, and Canaanites 
in your Congregations, (and we have great Reaſon to 
believe that therein you ſpeak Truth.) Children (ſay 
you) fall away, and turn profane, and practicallß 
deny their Baptiſm, therefore let them not be Bap-- 
tized; and how many Apoſtates have you had a- 


mongſt yourſelves, (witneſs the great Number of 
Quakers which are fall'n from you, and deny al! 
Water-Baptiſm ; ) therefore for Shame make not 
this Objection, till you know God's Secrets, and 
Mens Hearts. r | 
2. Baptiſm adminiſtred in Infancy is far more Ad- | 
vantageous than at Riper Years, as it is a Pre-engage- 
ment upon the Chriſtian to repel and reſiſt the Temp- 
tations of Satan: What a forcible Argument has a 
Young Perſon from his early Dedication to God in 
Baptiſm to reſiſt the Motions of Sin, and to repel 
the Power of Temptation? And accordingly Luther 
tells us of a Young Virgin that reſiſted an Ent ice- 
ment te Uncleanneſs with this Anſwer, Baptixata 
Sum, Iam a Baptized Perſon; What! Shall I be * 

ö | : oY = Clle 
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kindneſs, but Cruelty, * a degree of Soul-Mur- 
| 2 
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ciled to Sin, may the Soul ſay, unto which I was a 
Sworn Enemy from my Mother's Breaft 2 But now 
with what Armour ſhall the Unbaptized Young Per- 
ſon blunt the Edge of Satan's Temptations? Come a- 
long with me, (ſays Satan,) and Liſt yourſelf under 
my Banner, for you are under no Explicit Engage- 
ment to the contrary; you cannot pretend that the 


Oath of God is upon you. Tis true, may the De- 


vil ſay you lye under a Natural Obligation to ſerve 


S and obey your Maker, as he is the Author of your 


Being; but you do not lye under that Super- added 
Obligation of a Baptiſmal Vow, which others throw 


in my Teeth when at any Time J ſolicit them to 


comply with my Deſires? Oh then, let Parents ear- 
ly entitle God to their Children, that ſo they may 
prevent the Devil's Claim; bring them under this 
Soul- engaging Ordinance- of Baptiſm, and as ſoon 
as they are capable cauſe them to underſtand the Ob- 
ligation of that Engagement; as you love your Chil- 
drens Souls let them not go grazing in the Wild 
Common of the World without Chriſt's Sheep- 
Mark upon them, left Satan challenge them for his 
own, and clap his Brand upon them. 


© 


3, Baptiſm in Infancy is more Advantageous than 


at Riper Years, as it is an early Remedy againſt the 


ro for Original Sin, that Hereditary Contagion 
of the Soul: Let me ask you which is beſt for your 
Child that has the King's-Evil from its Birth, to 


be touched for it in the Cradle, or to let the Diſtemper 


reign upon the Child till it is grown up, and can be 
ſenſible of the Benefit? Original Sin, it is ſuch an 
Evil as none but the King of Heaven can. Heal or 
Cure; and ſuch is his Compaſſion and Condeſcen- 
tion, that he not only permits, but invites you to 
bring your Children to him that he may touch them, 
St. Merk to. 13, Now what Way is there but by 
Baptiſm to bring your Infants under Chriſt's Healing 
Hand ? They are capable of Benefit by no other Or- 
dinance but this; therefore will it be not only Un- 


ther, 
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ther in you, to deny" your Chlldrensthe Benefit of 
the Baptiſmal L aver : FSI SE „„ 
4. Baptiſm early adminiſtred has this ſpecial Ad- 
vantage, that it puts the Chriſtian more bitterly up- 
on mourning for actual Sin; for the Conſideration 
of that ſhameful Perjury and wilful Apoſtacy that is 
found in ſuch a Perſon's Sin, who was by Baptiſm 
| ſolemnly dedicated to God, and devoted to his Ser- 
vice and Glory. For thus may we ſuppoſe the early 


| Baptized Chriſtian to expoſtulate with himſelf, upon 
a due Reflection on his Perſonal Miſcarriages > A! 
Wretch that I am ! Did God enter me into his Fa- 


mily in my Infancy ? Did he ever fince treat me as 
his Covenant Friend and Servant? And was I no 
ſooner able to ſpeak but I blaſphemed him, no ſoon- 
er able to go but Iran away from him? How have 
all the Blood and Spirits that ran thro* my Youthiul * 
| Veins boiled up againſt him? Oh! how have I, con- 

_ trary to the Duty of my Natural and Sworn Allegi- 
ance, entered into a Covenant with Satan, and into 
a Confederacy with my Imperious Luſts? Oh! 


my Soul, remember from whence thou art falln, 


and repent, renew thy Covenant with God, left b 
more rivetted Apoftacies thou provokeſt him to 
make thee a tremendous Example to all revolting 
T ᷣ VV ot IM 
But now an Unbaptized Perſon has no ſuch Con- 

ſideration, from which to aggravate the Sins of his 
Youth, he never having engaged himſelt to God, 
nor any for him, by a Sacramental Tie; and conſe- 
quently looks upon himſelf as Free, and diſcharged 
from any ſuch Engagement and Obligation. 
5. Baptiſm adminiſtred in Infancy has this ſingu- 
lar Advantage, above that which is adminiſtred at 
Riper Years, that it gives the Pious Parent a good 
Ground of Hope, that his Children dying in their 
Infancy are certainly ſaved ; for his Child being 
within the Covenant, and having tlie Seal of the 
Covenant (Baptiſm) applied to it; God makes that 
Ordinance at once a Channel of Grace to the chr 
9 12 | = and 


The Uſefulneſs of Re-baptizing. 41 
and a Conduit of Comfort to the Parent; and ac- 
cordingly Chriſtian Parents may comfort themſelves 
with the Hopes of their Childrens Salvation, as Da- 
vid comforted himſelf at the Death of his Child, 
1 Sam. 12. 23. I hall go to him, but he ſpall not re- 
turn to me. Tic 2 


4 


0j. But, ſay you, David means the Grave, the 


Place of the Dead, and not thè Kingdom of Heaven. 
© Anſ. Doth he ſo? Ho] comes he then to com- 
fort himſelf with that Conſideration? Surely it had 
been cold Comfort to David; to think that he ſhould 
one Day lye by his Child in the Grave. Doubtleſs 
he hoped to meet his Voung Child in Heaven, and 
that Expectation was the Ground of his Support; 
and his Child's being in Covenant with God was 
the Ground of that Expectation. Now I appeal to 
you, whether the well- grounded Hope that a Parent 


has of his Child's Happineſs, dying under the Seal 


of the Covenant, be not a mighty Support to his 


forrowful Spirit, which the careleſs Neglecters, and 


wilful Contemners, of the Ordinance of God can- 
not have; all the Support ſuch can have is from the 
Abſolute Mercy and Sovereign Pleaſure of Al- 
mighty God ; ſuch a Ground of Comfort, as a Turk, 
or an Infidel, that knows not any Thing of God, 


may have to ſupport them in the like Condition. 


6. The Practice of Baptizing in Infancy appears to 


be moſt Beneficial and Ad vantageous, becauſe it pre- 


vents ſuch ſhameful and ſcandalous Neglects of Bap- 
tiſm, and Delays in the Adminiſtration, as would 
moſt certainly ariſe in the Church, to the great Ble- 
miſh of Chriſtianity. Verily were Perſons wholly 
left to themſelves when they would come to that 
Ordinance, there being ſuch an Averſeneſs in Man's 
Nature to ſo ſtrict and ſpiritual an Engagement, we 
thould certainly meet with as much Difficulty to 
bring Perſons to Baptiſm, as we do to perſwade them 
to come to the Lord's Supper. They would need the 


fame preſſing Importunity to prevail with them to 


be Baptized, were it not done in their Minority, 
. | 1 - Which 
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which now we are forced to uſe with them to per- 
ſwade them to be communicated. | 


Oh how many ſorry Shifts, frivolous Excuſes, and 
— 4 Pretences, ſhould we have from them for de- 
y 


ing their Baptiſm 2 Some out of an Unwillingneſs 
to forſake the Pleaſures of Sin, others pig want of 
ſufficient Knowledge, others multitude of 
and many would ſick at their own Unworthineſs; 
therefore ſuppoſing the bare Lawfulneſs of Infant- 
Baptiſm, the Wiſdom of the Church in all Ages is 
greatly to be e which has appointed the 


2 


early Adminiſtration 0 Baptiſm to prevent the 


ſcandalous Neglect of ſuch a Sacred Inſtitution of our 
Saviour. Baptiſm in Infancy having been proved 
not only Lawful, but more Advantageous and Uſe- 


ful, than when adminiſtred at Riper Years, and being 
a Sacrament of Admiſſion into the Viſible Church, 
it neceſſarily follows that it ought but once to be ad- 


minifired to any Perſon ; and therefore, when Per- 


ſons have been rightly, Baptized in Infancy, to Re- 
baptize, or Baptize them over again at Riper Years, 


(as the Anabaptiſt do,) is finful in them that under- 
take it, and no leſs ſinful in any of you that ſubmit 


unto it. 


rr tha Two Points, 


1. I will endeavour to ſatisfie you, that ſuch of 
you as were Baptiz d in Infancy were lawfully and 
righifully Baptia 00d. N aud 

2. That you having been once duly and rightly 
Baptized, ought not to ba Baptized over again; and 
cannot ſubmit unto ſuch a needleſs Repetition of the 
Ordinance without Sin. | 


1. L affirm, that thoſe of you who, were Baptized . 


in our Communion during your Infancy, were law- 
fully and rightly Baptized. This appears by an Enu- 
merationof the ſeveral Bequilites neceſſary to de- 
nominate a. Perſon lawfully Baptized; all which 
did concur, and were found in your Baptiſm, 


(1.) The Perſon Baptizing ought to be a lawful bi- 
niſter, Authorized and Commithoned by Chriſt 


of Buſineſs, 
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and the Governours of his Church, for the right 
Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments. 
(2.) The Party Baptized muff be a Subject qua- 
litied for Baptiſm, which the foregoing Diſcourſe 
has proved Infants to be. (3.) The Element made 
uſe of muſt be Water; the Application of which to 


the Body being a lively Reſemblance of the Appli- 


cation of Chriſi's Blood to the Soul, for the waſh- 
ing away both the Guilt and Filth of Sin. (A.) It 


"2 ought to be done before Credible Witneſſes, that 
may atteſt the Child's Admiſſion into the Chriſtian 


Church; as amongſt the. Jews certain Regiſters, . or 
written Genealogies, were found, in which the 
Names of the Circumciſed Perſons were recorded. 
See Exra 2. 62. Neb. 7. 64; and accordingly the 
Practice of the Chriſtian Church has been in all Ages 


to Baptize in the Face of the Congregation, publick- 


ly owning thereby the Party Baptized for a Member 


of the Vitible Church of Chriſt. 


Laſtly, Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by an humble Invocation upon God in Pray- 
er for a Bleſſing upon the Ordinance ; and with ſuit- 
able Exhortation and Advice to: thoſe that. preſent 
the Child to Baptiſm, to take Care that it be brought 
up in the Chriſtian Faith, which it is Bagtiz d into. 

Now if Baptiſm thus adminiſtred be lawful and 
regular, I may, according to the Judgment of Cha- 
rity, pronounce you that are here preſent rightly 


Baptized, all the Eſſential Requiſites being found in 


your Baptiſm. ' Therefore my next Undertaking 
ſhall be to convince you, that to renounce your firſt 
Dedication to God, to diſown your former Baptiſm, 


and to ſubmit yourſelves to the Rebaptizers Dipping, 


is a very Heinous and Scandalous Sin. | | 
And that I may fully convince you of the Great- 


neſs of this Abomination, I ſhall offer a Sixfold Ar- 
gument to your Conſideration. SS 


1. Arg. If Baptiſm ſucceeds in the Room of Cir- 
cumciſion, then Baptiſm is, as Circumciſion was, 
but once to be adminiſtred. D 4 But 
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But that Baptiſm fucceeds in the Room 6f Circum- 

cifion, I hope my firſt Argument for the Lawfulneſs 

of Infant-Baptiſm* has fully ſatisfied you; therefore 
as Circumciſion was but once adminiſtred, no more 


o 


ght Baptiſm, +7 fc) - YH 144 ho 
The Reaſon for both is the ſame, becauſe as Cir- 
cumciſion was the Sacrament of Initiation, and the 
Door of Admiſſion into the Viſible Church, ſo is 
Baptiſm :;. when Perſons are admitted Members of 
a Society they enter their Names but once for all. 
Ohj. 1 know ſome of you object, that the Lord 
commanded Joſhua, ch. 5. 2. 2. To Circumciſe the 
Children of Iſrael the Second Time. 
Anſ. But you do not confider that they were not 
the ſame Perſons, but the Children of thoſe: Perſons 
that were Circumciſed; for the Caſe was this ; 
Circumciſion being omitted for Forty Tears in the 
Wilderneſs, when the Iſraelites came to Canaan. the 
Lord requires Joſpua to revive that Ordinance; not 
to repeat it upon the Parents, but to revive it upon 
their Children: See eh. 3. 2 And thein Children Jo- 
ſhua Ciraumciſed, becauſe they had hoy been Circumciſed 
by ibe May. As Circumciſion therefore was not to 
be reiterated then, no more ought Baptiſm to be re- 
A ᷣ VVV 
2. Arg. That Practice, which is inconſiſtent with 
the Nature and End of Baptiſm, is certainly ſinful. 
But to Baptize over again thoſe who were once 
rightly Baptized is inconſiſtent with the Nature and 
End of Baptiſm; therefore is the Practice ſinful. 
What is Baptiſm but the Sacrament of our New 
Birth? Now as we can be Born but once in the 
Fleſh, fo but once in the Spirit. Tis the Sacrament 
of our Inſition or Implantation into Chriſt, Rege- 
neratio ſpiritualis una eſt, ſays St. Auſtin, Sicut gener a- 
#10 carnalis eff una. But why may not Baptiſm be 
repeated as well as the Lord's Supper? Becauſe that 
is a Sacrament for our Spiritual Growth, this for our 
Spiritual Birth; a Perſon is Born but once, but fed 
often, Semel naſcimur, ſæpius paſcimur. Beſides, 
8 . ) 0407157 2 WRy.: 


LE 4A. Bon to Mm BE. Bo — 


The Sinfulneſs of Re-haptizing. 45 


every Time we come to the Lord's Supper, altho' 


| we do not make a New Covenant with God, yet 


we renew our Old One, which is much better. - 
3. Arg. That Uſe of a Sacrament, for which there 
is no Command nor Example in the Holy Scriptures, 
neither expreſſy, nor by juſt and neceſſary Conſe- 
quence, is ſintul. But for Re-baptizing ſuch as were 
once rightly Baptized, we have neither Scripture 
Precept, nor Scripture Precedent, directly or conſe- 
quently. Therefore the Practice of Baptizing ovex 
again ſuch as have been formerly Baptized is certainly 
ſintul. Indeed in the Inſtitution of the Lord's Sup- 
per we find (a Quotieſeunque,) as oft as ye do this, 
mentioned, which implies a Command to do it of- 
ten; but no ſuch Word. of Command relating to 
Baptiſm, to do that oftner than once; and accordingly 
amongſt the many Thouſands that we read of who 
were Baptized in the Apoſtles Days, we find not any 
that were Baptized twice over. Altho' ſome. of 
them had Apoſtatiz d from the Faith they were Bap- 
tiz d into, yet upon their Repentance they were re- 


deived into the Churches Communion without being 
Re- baptized. 7 


4. Arg. That which is a perverting of the Ordi- 
nance of God, and a prophane taking of his Holy 

ame in vain, muſt needs be ſinful. But thus cauſleſly 
to reiterate Baptiſm, and Baptize over again thoſe 
who were once rightly Baptized, is a Profanation of 
the Ordinance, and a taking of God's Name in vain, 
therefore finful. - Sacraments are the Sacred Inſtitu- 
tions of our Bleſſed Saviour, and the moſt Venerable 
Myſteries of our Religion, and ought to be treated 
by all Perſons with the greateſt Solemnity and 
Reſpect; now to repeat them without juſt Cauſe, 


? 


_ and a fit Occaſion, is to trifle with them, and to take 


be tremendous Name of God in vain in the Uſe of 
J. Arg. Sacrilegiouſly to renounce our firſt Dedi- 
cation to God, and to give Satan the higheſt Advan- 
tage againſt us, that he can deſire, muſt certainly be 


inful in the higheſt Degree, But 
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But for a Perſon to diſowr his Baptiſm is ſacrile- 
giouſly to renounce his firſt Dedication to God, to 
renounce his former Relation to Chriſt, and does 
ing Satan an unſpeakable Advantage agdinſt a Per- 
ſon,” therefore in the higheſt Degree ſinful. Our 
Dedication to God in Baptiſm is a Dedication for 
ever; ſo that to renounce that is to renounce our 


in Chriſt's Kingdom, to cut off ourſelves from that 
Body, of which Chrift is the Head, and in effect to 
renounce Chriſtianity itſelf. e TBA 


gives the Devil over a Perſon, I need ſay but this; 
that ſeveral of thoſe Vile People, called Witches, who 
have made a formal Covenant and expreſs Contract 
with the Devil, have declared, that the firſt Thing 
which Satan has required of them was to renounce 
their Baptiſm ;' before which he could get no Power 
over them, and after which they had no Power 10 
reſiſt or withſtand im. 

6. Arg. If the Church has held it ſinful . 
ſuch Perſons over again who had the Eſſentials of 
Baptiſm, tho Baptized by Hereticks, - then it is 
much more ſiuful to Rebaptize ſach as are rightly 
Baptized by lawful Miniſters, - But the Church has 
alf along refuſed to Baptize them over again who 
were at firſt Baptiz'd by Hereticks; if the Ordinance 
for the Subſtance of it were rightly adminifired to” 


5 


are already rightly Baptized by the true Miniſters of 
Chriſt, to ſubmit to be Baptized over again, nor can 

they ſubmic unto it without Sin 
- Te was a concluded Caſe in the Primitive Church, 
that where Baptiſm! is rightly adminiſtred by a due 
Application of the Word and Water, tho' by an He- 
retiek, yet it is certainly valid and Good; and ac- 


cordingly the Church appointed that ſuch Baptized 
Perſons ſhould be Catechized and Inſtructed in the 


Faith they were Baptized into; and fo by Prayers 
and Impoſition of Hands were received into Com- 
RICE" N | TILT! munion 


Relation to God's Family, to renounce our ſtanding 


And as to that Power and Advantage which it 


them; therefore much leſs ought Perſons, who. 


— 


"9 -# 


7 bats, AMES >. a. ants. 


STR 7 _% WW+., 


=_ RSS”. | * -- — „ „ * . 


. „ a 


The Sinfulneſs of Re-baptizing. 47 


munion with the Church, but were never Rebap- 


tized. Nay further, this was not only the Opinion 
and Practice of the Primitive Church of Old, but it 


is alſo the Judgment and Practice of the Refort 


Churches at this Day; for if a Perſon be Baptized by 


a Romiſh Prieſt, in the Name of the Father, and o 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, - and with the Ele- 
ment of Water, if aftetwards this Perſon comes in- 


to the Protefiant Communion, the Reformed 
Chur ches will not Baptize him over again 2 but ex. 
hort him, and oblige him, to make a right Uſe of 
chat Baptiſm which was (for Subſtance) rightly ad- 

miniſtred to him, tho' in an undue Manner. 


What a high Degree of Cenſoriouſneſs and Uncha- 
ritableneſs then is it in you of the _Anabaptiſts Per- 
ſwaſion, to condemn the Baptiſm of all the Reform- 
ed Churches throughout the World as null and void, 
to pronounce it not an Irregularity only, but a 
Nullity alſo; affitming boldly, as you have now 
done at this preſent Conference, that there is no true 
Baptiſm, no. true Church, but amongſt. yourſelves ; . 
which was exactly the Opinion of the Donatifts in 
the Days of St. Auſtin, who afhrmed then, as you 
do now, that Almighty God had no Church, no Or- 
dinances, no People, but amongſt them, who were a, 
poor Handful of deluded Mortals in a Corner 
ica. EE: * os 
Therefore for a cloſe of this Argument concerning 
the Sinfulneſs of Rebaptizing, allow me, I pray 
you, Liberty in the Name of my great Maſter, and 
for the Honour of his Holy Inſtitutions, which have 
been ſo ſhamefully proftituged by ſome of you lately 
in our Neighbourhood, to expoſtulate the Caſe with 
ſuch of you as have { bmitted to be Baptized over 
again. Sirs, I beſeech you ſerioufſy to conlider bot 
the Sin committed againſt God, and the Scandal 
given to Good Men; by renouncing your former 
Baptiſm you have renounced your firſt Dedication to. 
God, your former Relation to Chriſt : You have diſ- 
own'd that ever you were Members of his Body: 
"7% | Ou 
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You have profaned a Solemn Ordinance of God, and 

taken his Holy Name in vain, Jou have condemned 
all the Reformed Churches throaghout the World, 

who decry this Practice of 1 as an; Abomination; 


—_:; . FS 
by: Alſo for the Publick Scandal you have lately given 
to all Sober Chriſtians you ought to be greatly M | 
humbled ; partly from the Place itſelf in which you 
Have been Re-baptized, a filthy Pond in which 
; Horſes tumble, and Swine wallow, partly from the 
Conſideration of that Scorn and Contempt which 
was caſt upon a pretended Ordinance of God by the 
promiſcuous Multitude, who beheld this Action of 
yours with .. Diſdain and Derifion. God grant | 
your Repentance may be as Publick as your Offence ; 
and the Scandal given by your Offence. And for 
fuch of you whom God has yet kept from this ſinful | 
Practice, my Ad vice is, as you love got Souls, and 
value your inward Peace, avoid the Snare, ſhun all 
- Occafions, come not near the, Tents of theſe Men. | 
_ Know that you are already in the Comiriunion, of a 
| Church, which is a ſafe Way to Salvation, and re- 
1 member whenever you leave us, the farther you 
| go the worſe you'll ſpeed. . 
3 — 
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I know what your Dipper here will reply to all this, 
that he is againſt Re-baptizing alſo; and therefore to 
perſwade you to come under his Hands, he will tell 
 « _ youthat he calls you to Baptiſm; not to be Rebap- 
tixed, you being (as he inſinuates) never Baptized at 
all, becauſe you were Rantiz d, not Baptiz d; Sprink- 
led, not Dipped, or Plunged, all over in the Water; 
which, ſays he, is ſo neceſſary in the Act of Bapti- 
ing, that a Perſon may as well omit to Baptize in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and Holy 
SGhoſt, as omit the Dipping the Party Baptiz d under 
the Water, which is the. next Part of the Contro- 
verſie between us and you. For the clearer under- 
fianding of wnich T ſhall do Three Things. 
1. Lay down ſome general Propoſitions relating to 
this Controverſie. 2. Pro- 
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2. Produce a bee e which fully fatisfie us 
touching the Lawfulneſs of our Way of Baptizing 


3. Return an Anſwer to what you offer in Plea 


for the juſtifying your own Practice, and condemn- 


ing ours. Y . * 
1. General Propoſitions for the clearing of this 
Controverſie. | 


. Prop. That we ought to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
that which is of the Eſſence of Baptiſm, and that 


which only 1s Accidental in Baptiſm : The Word, 
and the Element of Water, are of the Eſſence of Bap- 


tiſm: Accedat verbum ad Elementum, & fit Sacramen= 
tum; lays St. Auſtin, let the Word of *Inſtitution be 


added to the Water, and it becomes a Sacrament; 


but tho* Water be Eſſential in Baptiſm, yet the 


modus applicandi; that is, the Manner of applying 


the Water to the Perſon Baptized, is only Circumſtan- 


tial: Some apply the Perſon to the Water, others 
apply the Water to the Perſon, both are warranta- 
ble, becauſe we have ſufficient Reaſon to believe that 
Baptiſm was adminiſtred both Ways by the firſt Ad- 
miniſtrators of it, as thall be made appear in its Place. 

2. Prop. That the Way and Manner of applying 


the Water in Baptiſm is not poſitively determined 


in the Holy Scriptures; it cannot be. gathered either 
from the Signification of the Word, or from the 
Significancy of the Ceremony, or from the Com- 
mand of Chriſt; not from the Signification of the 
Original Word, for that ſignifies to Walh as well as 
to Dip; not from the Signiticancy of the Ceremony, 
for To pouring out of Water on the Perſon 
Baptized - is as ſignificative as the pouring out 
of the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth 
the Spirit of Chriſt upon the Chriſtian, (which 
is the Thing ſignified in Baptiſm,) as Dipping can 
be; and farther, we meet with no Command from 
Chriſt to evince the Neceſſity either of Dipping or 
Sprinkling; we are required to Baptize with Water 


in the Name of the Father, Cc. but we find no 


Command 
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Command either for the Meaſure and Quantity of 
the V , or for the Manner of applying the Wa- 


ter in Baptiſm, any more than we find for the Quan- | 


tity of Bread, or the Quality of Wine, in the Lord's 
3. Prop. That as there is a Probability that Baptiſm 
was adminiſtred in the Apoſtles Times by Immerſion 


or Dipping, ſo there is likewiſe a Probability. that 


it was adminiſtred by Aſperſion or 8 


ſuch as Were Baptized in Jor dan An non were ow 


Baptized by Dipping, yet ſuch as were Baptized in 


their own Houſes, as St. Paul, AG. 9. 18, ro. and 


the Jaylor at Midnight, and thoſe 3000 that were 


Baptized, Ad. 2. on the Feaſt of Pentecoff, before | 


the Congregation then aſſembled at Jeruſalem, 
ſurely it is much more probable that theſe were 
Baptized by Sprinkling, or Pouring Water .on the 
Face, that repreſenting the whole Perſon : For the 
Dipping ſo many Thonſands over Head and Ears in 
a River would have been a Work of many Days, 
which the Text tells us was done the ſame Day, 
Ad. 2. 41. So that the Manner of applying the 
Water being not poſitively determined inScripture, 
it ſcems probable enough that Baptiſm was, and 
— — 3 either Way, both by Dipping 
| rinkling. +20 
= Prop. That we 8 the Lawfulneſs of 
e in ſome Caſe, but the Neceſſity of Dipping 
in all Caſes. Our Church acknowledges the Law- 
fulneſs of Dipping, and in ſome Caſes directs us 
to it, but ſhe does not account it fo eſſential to 
Baptiſm as to enjoin it in all Caſes, without any Re- 
ſpect had to Times and Perſons. For the Change of 
ſuch a Circumftance being undetermined in the Word 


ok God, is no Change or Violation of the Original 


„ 


5. Prop. That none ED put a Divine Inſtitu- 
_ lon upon any Rite, at their own Pleaſure, when it 
is in its own” Nature indifferent; and conſequently 
thoſe who lay ſuch a mighty Streſs upon Dipping, 
+111 29 * : as 
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as to pronounce the Baptiſm of all the Reformed 


Churches throughout the World null and void with- 


out it, ought to prove it an unchangeable Rite, in- 


tended by Chriſt to oblige and bind all Nations, all 


Perſons, and at all Times, and of fuch indiſpenſable 


Neceſlity, that the Voluntary Omiſſion of it is a Sin: 


Now that Man muſt have a large Share of Confi- 


dence that will aſſert this concerning Dipping. 
6. Prop. That in Sacraments it is not the Quantity 


I F Th of Elements, but the Significancy of them, that 


ought to be attended: In Circumciſion it was not 


the Quantity of Fleſh cut off, ſo much as the Signi- 
= fication of it, that the Jews were to concern them- 


ſelves about: So in the Lord's Supper it is not the 
Quantity of Bread and Wine, but the rightApprehen- 
ſion of the Thing fignified thereby, that we ſhould 
labour after. Sure Jam, that the Taſting and Eat- 
ing of a little Bread, and Drinking a ſmall Quantity 
of Wine, does ſignifie to me my full Communion 
with Chriſt as well as the largeſt Banquet could do. 
Thus alſo in Baptiſm, a few Drops of Water pour'd 
upon me, may tignitie, ſeal, convey and confirm to 


me a Right and Intereſt in all the Benetits of my Savi- 


our's Death and Reſurrection, as fully as if, with 
Jonals, I were plunged into the Main Ocean. 

Theſe General Propoſitions being laid down for 
the clearer underſtanding of this Water Controverſie, 
I proceed to produce thoſe Arguments which ſatiſ- 
he us touching the Lawfulneſs of our Adminiftring 


Baptiſm without Dipping. 


1. Arg. Such an Application of Water in the Ad- 
miniſtration of - Baptiſm, as the Spirit of God in 
Scripture expreſly call Baptizing, is lawful, and 
ſufficient to be uſed in Baptiſm. ory 
But ſprinkling or pouring Water upon the Party 
Baptized, without Dipping, is by the Spirit of God in 
divers Scriptures expreſly called a Baptizing. 
Therefore it is lawful and ſufficient; and Dipping 
not neceſſary. I ſhould” not trouble this Au tory 
with the Signification of the Original Word, whic 

' us | We 
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we render to Baptize, did not the 4nabaptiſts con- 
fidently aſſert that it always ſigniſies to Dip or 
Plunge a Perſon or Thing wholly under Water, 
or at leaſt that Dipping or Plunging is the Prima- 
mary Signification of the Word, which is a great 
Miſtake: For tlie Primitive, Word Bange, (from 
whence comes Be@7TiC@,) ſigni fies to Dye, or give a 
new Colour, a Metaphor taken from a Dyer's Fat. 
And altho' I am not fond of Notions gather'd from 
Metaphorical Expreſſions, I will adventure to ſay 
for once, that the Metaphor may ſerve not unfitly to 

remind us of our Priviledge in Baptiſm, whereby our 
Souls are made receptive of a new Colour, by being 
imbued with the Tincture of that Faith which 
we are Baptized into. And as for the derivative 
Word Barigo, ſometimes it ſignifies to Dip or 
Plunge, ſometimes to Waſh or Cleanſe: Thus, Heb. 
9. 5. 10. We read of divers Waſhings under the Law. 
In the-Oxiginal it is divers Baptiſms. Now what 
were thoſe Waſhings but Sprinklings ? Sometimes 
Blood was ſprinkled, ſometimes Water was poured 
Forth. No Perſons were Dipped or Plunged in 
Blood, yet thoſe Sprinklings are called Baptizings. 
Thus allo. in St. Mark . u. 4. The Phariſees Eat not 
except they Waſh, In the Original it is, except they B 
be Baptized. Now the Manner of Waſhing before © 
Meat is ſufficiently known, not to be by Dipping, ed 
but by pouring Water; . ſee 2 Kings 3. v. 11. Eliſha en 
poured Water on the Hands of Elijah? We read alſo hi 
of their Baptiſms, (or) Walhings of Beds and Ta- by 
bles many Times a Day, which if done by Dipping; ce 
beſides many other Inconveniences, would make 270 
the Labour of the Jews intolerable, and the Bur- ly 
then Inſupportable. If then the Word (Baptize) be co 
aà Word "FL Latitude, and large Signification ;- if it or 
fignifies as well to Sprinkle and Waſh, as to Plunge Ba 
and Dip; then for you to build an Article of Faith of 
upon the Signification of that Word, and to con- wi 
demn our Baptiſm as null and void, when the Sub-. of 
zect Baptized is Waſhed, tho' not Dipp d and Plung d, but 
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is unreaſonably Weak, and to all Wiſe Men utterly 
nnd 1 =; al 
2. Arg. Againſt Dipping. If Baptiſm adminiſtred 
by pouring Water on the Face, (repreſenting the 
whole Perſon,) doth anſwer the Uſe and End of 
Baptiſm, as well as when ad miniſtred by Dipping 
and Plunging ; then Dipping is not eſſentially and 
abſolutely neceſſary in the Act of Baptizing. But 


* 


the one anſwers the Uſe and End of Baptiſm as well 
as the other; therefore the one cannot be more neceſ- 


ſary than the other. What is the Uſe and End of 
Baptiſm, but to repreſent to our Minds the Effuſion 
of Chriſt's Blood for the taking away the Guilt of 
Sin, and the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit, for 
the purging away the Filth of it? Now the Spriuk- 
ling of the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth 
of his Holy Spirit upon the Infant, are more fully 
and plainly repreſented by Baptiſm, as ad miniſtred 
by Sprinkling than by Dipping. For thus I argue. 

If the Inward and Spiritual Grace ſignified by Bap- 
tiſm, be more lively repreſented by Sprinkling, than 
by Dipping, then ſurely Sprinkling is not only as 
Lawful, but more Ex pedient, than Dipping- 

But the Inward and Spiritual Grace ſignified by 
Baptiſm; to wit, the cleanſing of the Soul by the 
Grace and Spirit of Chriſt, is more lively repreſent- 
ed by N than by Dipping, therefore more 
expedient; and aecordingly we find Almighty God 
himſelf often expreſſing that Mercy of Sanctification 
by this Action, Exek. 36. 25. Then will I ſprinkle 


clean Water upon yon, and ye ſhall be clean, &c. 


3. Arg. If Dipping were eſſentially and abſolute- 
ly neceſſary in Baptiſm, then iu all the Baptiſm re- 
carded in Scripture we ſhould meet with full Proof, 


or at leaſt with fair Probability, that the Parties 
Baptized were all Dipped. But in ſeveral Inſtances 


of Baptized Perſons recorded in Scripture we meet 
with no ſuch Proof, nor yet with any Probabilic 


of their being Dipped when they were Baptized, 
but the contrary ; * ſare!y Dipping 2 


— — 
9 = —— — 2.2% —— — 5 . a ns, OR ES penny 
* I 2 _ * 4 F a * 
<<, Þy * , * A 


54 — The Non-neceſſity of Dipping. 
be ſo Effential to Baptiſm, as for want of it to pro- 
nounce the Baptiſm of all the Reformed Churches 
throughout the World to be null and void. 
Obſerve a few Inſtances in the New Teſtament. 

1. Take notice of St. Paul's Baptiſm by Ananiar, 
Act. 9. v. 18, 19. He aroſe and was Baptized, and 
when he had received Meat he was ſtrengthened: Read 
the Context, and you will be convinced that he was 


Baptized in his Lodgings, being Sick and Weak, | 

having Faſted Three whole Days; now being in 
this low Condition, partly by his Miraculous Viſion, 
and partly by his extraordinary Faſting, I appeal 


to you, whether it be probable to conceive that Ana- 
nias carried him out to a River in that Condition 
to plunge him in cold Water? STREET 
2. Obſerve the Inſtance of the Jaylor, as 16. 33. 
And he took them the ſame Hour of the Night, and wa 
ed their Stripes, and was Baptized, he and all his 
ftraightway. That St. Paul, who was newly walhed 
of. his Sores, occaſioned by his Stripes, ſhould carry 
the Jaylor and all his in the Dead of the Night, out 
to a River or Pond to Baptize them, is only to be 
believed by ſuch as have their Credulity at their own 
diſpoſe, and can believe what they lik, © 
3. We read, 40, 2. 41. of Three Thouſand 
Baptized in One Day, in the ſame Place where they 
heard St. Peter's Sermon, which Converted them: 
This Place the Text tells us was Fernſalem, and 
muſt be either the Temple, or ſome Houſe, or in a 
Street, where ſuch Quantities of Water could not be 
found, as might ſerve for the decent Dipping of ſo 
many Thoufands in ſo ſhort a Time; and beſides, 
that Baptizing ſo many by Dipping would have re- 
quired a Week rather than a Day to diſpatch it in. 
4. Arg. Againſt the Neceflity of Dipping is thus: 


If Baptiſm be an Inſtitution preſcrib'd to all Nations, 


then its Manner of Adminittration being common to 
all, muſt be poſſibl to all, but Baptiſm cannot be 
Adminiftred in ſome Countries by Dipping. 1: In 
regard of the Difficulty of the Thing ; ſome Coun- 
- | tries 


of the Year, be in extream Danger by 
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tries ſcarce having Water enough to drink, not a 
River nor a Brook in many Miles Compaſs. 2. In 
regard of the Danger of the Thing; for doubtleſs 
our Saviour, who prefers Mercy before Sacrifice, al- 


los the Adminiſtration of the Ordinance in ſuch a 


Way as is conlifient with his Peoples Lives, which 
muſt in ſome Countries, eſpecially at we Seaſons 
Year, be ipping ; 
none at all, (ſays you in your Letter to ime,) for the 
Preſence of God can make the cold Water hot; who 
queſtions his Power, ſay I? But where is his Pro- 
tniſe 2 Why, fay. you; in I/. 43. 2. When thou 
paſſeſt thorow the Wizters I will be with thee, (Good 
God, was there ever ſuch an Ignorant wreſting the 
Scriptures firice they were firſt written, as at this 
Day is made by theſe Lay-Preachers 2) But whether 
you will believe or not, that Dipping in the Nor- 
thern Countries will endanger Life, I am better ſa- 
tisfied than if I experienced it, by. reading an Act 
made by the Senate at Zurich in Zwitzerland, that 
if an Anabaptiſt Dip any of their People he ſhould be 
puniſh'd with Drowning 1 

g. Whatſoever has a Tendency towards the 


5. Arg. 
Breach x the Sixth and Seventh Commandment, by 


r . our own, or our Neighbours, Life, 
ealth or Chaſtity; is not ſafe, but linful.  _ 
But Baptiſm by Dipping, as Adminiftred by ſome 
erſons, and in ſome Places, may expoſe all theſe to 
zard, therefore it is not ſafe, but finful; How 
many Thouſand Perſons; Strong and Weak, Old and 
Young, would this plunging over Head and Ears 
in Northern Countries, and in the Winter Seaſon, 
infallibly deſtroy, and make an end of? 
Whereas Almighty God is very Tender over the 
Life of Man, 2 would not have the Jewiſh Infants 
Circumciſed before the Eighth Day, leſt they had 
not ſufficient rde it; and ſutely he is 
not leis merciful to the Seed of his People now than 
he was under the Law., What a Burthen was Cir- 


curmciſion accounted before it was remoyed 2 But 


E 2 verily 


56 The Non-neceſſity of Dipping. 
verily you go about to ſubſtitute as heavy a · Burthen 
in the room of it, nay, heavier, for Circumciſion puts 
one Part of che Body to Pain, but your Dipping af- 
fects the whole Body. Now therefore why tempt 
ou God, by putting a Yoak of Servitude upon the 
Neck of Chrift's Freemen, which neither they nor 
their Children are able to ben? 
Farther, this Practice of yours endangers your 
own and your Neighbours Chaſtity ; for either 
vou Dip the Perſon Naked, or Cloathed ; if Cloath- 
ed, by what Authority do you Baptize the Cloaths 
together with the Perſon 2 If Naked, or next to 
Naked, what unclean Thoughts and filthy Defires 
may this occafton, if not in the Actors, yet at leaſt 
in the gazing Spectators? Whereas all the Ordinances 
of God ought to be performed with that Gravity and 
Modeſty, with that Shamefacedneſs and Sobriety, 
as may extort a- Veneration from all Beholders, and 
not proſtitute them to Contempt and Seorn. © 
Obj. But, ſay you, in your Letter to me, what 
Immodeſty was jn Zydia, and other Women, in 
Scripture, who, .as we believe, were Baptized 
„„ Ee eg 
An. Prove it poſitively that they were Dipt if 
you can, and then I will Anſwer you, that that may 
be Lawful and Modeſt in one Country, which is 
Sinful and 57 85 another. In ſome Hot 


W L 


Countries it is no Immodefly to go Naked, but he 
that ſhall do ſo in Enzland will be accounted an Im- 
modeſt Beaſt. In Boat his Country it was no Immo- 
defty in Rt h to come behind him, uncover his Feet, 
and ye down. by him; but ſhould a Young Maid 
{erve you ſo, if you were a Modeſt Man, you would 
certainly account her a Whore for ſo doing. 
6. Arg. That Ordinance, and that Way of Admi- 
niſtration, which Almighty God has honoured and 
bleſt, to the Benefit and Advantage of many Thou- 
ſands of his Children and People, ought not to be ac- 
counted cither'{infully Adminiſtred, or invalid in the 


Adminiftration: © * 38 N 
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But the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, without 
Dipping, has Almighty God highly Honoured, and 
fignally Bleſt, to the Comfort and Advantage of 
Multitudes of his Servants, any of whom are yet 
Alive, and many more rejoice in Heaven, for the 
Benefit and Comfort of their Baptiſm, tho' never 
Dipt : Therefore what preſumptive Raſhneſs is it in 
you to pronounce the Ordinance of Baptiſm thus 
Ad miniſtred, and thus Bleſt, to be null and void > 

Having thus produced the Arguments for the Law- 
fulneſs of our Way of Adminiſtring Baptiſm, I come 
next to coniider your Way of Adminiſtration, and 
to examine, whether your Arguments for Dipping 
will hold Water. | : 

Tour common Pleas are, 8 

1. Plea, the Word (Baptize) in Scripture, ſay you, 
always ſignifies to Dip, when applied to the Ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm. by . * 

Not always, (ſays we,) but oft- times, ſigniſies 
Waſhing and Sprinkling, as was largely ſhewn even 
now, and plainly appears from 1 Cor. 10. 1. They 
were all Baptized in the Cloud. This could be no o- 
ther than by Sprinkling, for they could not be Dipt 
in the Cloud. OS 4 

Obj. Oh! but, ſay you, this was no real Baptiſm, 


but Typical only, and Extraordinary ? 


Anſ. It was real Baptiſm, for Moſes's Baptiſm and 


Chriſt's differ'd not in Subſtance ; the Iſraelites Bap- 


tiſm was a Prodomus and Forerunner of our Bap- 


tiſm; but be it as it will, this Inftance ſhews and 


confutes you that the Word Baptize doth not always 
fignifie to Dip. | 
on But, ſay you, the Dutch Annatators thus ren- 
der the Word (Baptize) to Doop or Dip, and for 
John: the Baptiſt they read Jobn the Dooper. There- 


fore, & . 


Anſ. Very well; and ſuppoſe our Engliſh Annota- 
tors had rendred it Fohn the Sprinkler, as the Dutch 
have rendred it John the Dipper, had not the Argu- 
ment been the ſame ? wy a mighty Impertinency 

&F 3 ; 15 
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this, to lay ſo much Streſs upon the Signification of 
a Word, which is taken in ſeveral Senſes, as the great 
Maſters of the GreekTongue have abundantly proved? 
2. Plea : But Baptiſm, ſay you, ſignifies the Death 
and Burial of Chrift, now Dipping is a more lively 
Repreſentation of Chriſi's Death, for thereby the 
Party Baptized is received into the Boſom of the 
| 97 as our Saviour was into the Boſom of the 
| Anſw. Baptiſm may fignitic the Death of Chriſt, 
; and be ſo admir.ifired, as lively. to repreſent the 
Death of our Saviour, without expoſing thoſe wha 
| are Baptized to the Danger of Death, and may ſigni- 
| fie Chriſt's Burial too, without ſending the Baptized 
| Perſon to his Grave. Even in Sprinkling there is a 
. plain Repreſentation of Chriſts Death, for the pour- 
i ing forth of the Water not unfitly repreſents the 
1 pouring forth the Earth upon a Dead Body ; bur if 
| you will cloſely follow the Metaphor of Burial in all 
Particulars, then as the Perſon Buried is altogether 
paſſive, and laid in the Grave only by others; in 
ike Manner, the Party Baptized ought to put nei- 
ther Foot, nor Leg, nor Thigh, intothe Water him- 
ſelf, but the Dipper ought to take him up'in his 
Arms, and lay his intire Body into the Water, as a 
Man is laid into his Grave; the Perſons whom you 
pretend to Baptize go into the Water near the Waſte ; 
now ſo far as they go in of themſelves they Baptize 
themſelves; why do you not keep cloſe to the Me- 
= taphor of Burying, and lay them.down intirely into 
che Boſom of the Water? I confeſs I have heard of 
8 ſome of you that have kept cloſer to this Metaphor 
of Burial, and have kept the Baptized, Perſons ſo 
Yo long under Water, that they have been almoſt choak- 
. ed and buried alive; ſo. that by this you fee what 
bil little Reaſon you have to make ſuch an Ofttcry a- 
ul | - gainſt us, for Baptizing only a part of the Body in- 
ſtead of the whole; it is very plain you do the ſame 
Wil yourſelves ; you Baptize only from the Waſte up- 
Ward, all the lower Part is put under Water by 
\ A " W 3 7 themſelves, 
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themſelves, not by you: Thon that judgeſt another 
. thyſelf, inaſmuch as thou dott the ſame 
3. Plea: Our Bleſſed Saviour, ſay you, was Bap- 
tized at Thirty Years of Age, and then by Dipping ; 

For he went up out of the Water, St, Mat. 3. 16. and 
{hall not we imitate our Dear Saviour's Example 2 

Anſw. Yes, in all Things wherein he has com- 
manded you to follow it. Remember that Chriſt 
was Circumciſed at Eight Days Old in his Infancy, 


and altho he was not Baptized in his Infancy, yet 


was he Baptized in the Infancy of Baptiſm : Our Sa- 
viour being very early Baptized ' of St. John, after he 
entred upon that Office; as for the Manner of our 
Saviour's Baptiſm we have no Certainty, for his go- 
ivg up out of the Water is expounded by ſome of 
the Scituation of the River Jordan, which was be- 


neath the Place where St. ohn was teaching; but 


ſuppoſe that our Saviour did go down into the Wa- 
ter, and was Baptized by Immerſion, where has he 
commanded you to go into Water? Becauſe he did; 
an Example without a Precept, eſpecially in an ex- 


traordinary Perſon, and in an extraordinary Caſe, 


as Our Saviour's was, is not binding. 
4. Plea: But Jobn Baptized in uon, becauſe 
there was much Water there, and Philip went down 
with the Eunuch into the Water, therefore Dipping 


Was tlie Way then, 


1. Anſw, As for St. John's Baptizing in Anon, 


Joh. 3. 23. Let the Original be conlidered ; and it is 


not, there was uv delop, much Water, but Tuxaz 
odarz, many Waters; that is, many Streams or Rivu- 
lets of Water there; and Sandys Travels tell us, 
that they were ſo ſhallow as not to reach above the 
Ankles; ſo that the ſmall Quantity of Water would 
N ad mit of Baptiſm by Dipping. 

2. But ſuppoſe they did Baptize by Dipping then, 


when there was neither Danger nor Indecency, yet it 


doth not follow that all Nations muſt do the ſame, and 


that at all Times, unleſs 9 Practice and D 
ny 1 2 


of the Lord, which he would n to 
Children: God Almighty then forgive thoſe Men, 
Who make the Infant Seed of Believers no 1 75 


bo The Practical Wſe of Inſant-Baptiſne 
be aſufficient Ground for the Inſtitution pf a Sacra- 
mental Rite, (2, ) Unleſs it can be proved that ever 


Circumfiance belonging to a Sacrament is of an un- 
changeable and unalterable Nature, and ſo neceſſary 
that it may not in any Caſe be altered without Sin: 
Both which will appear ad Grecas calendas, Having 
now diſpatch'd the Controverſial, I come in the 
laſt Place to the Practical, Part of this Diſcourſe. 
1. All you that are Pious Parents, bleſs God for 
this Birth-Priviledge; and be not wrangled out of 


it; own it as an invaluable Favour, that Almighty 


God has taken your Children into Covenant with him- 


Azlf, together with, yourſelves ; when you dedicate 
your Children to God in Baptiſm, God Seals unto - 
them preſently, their Names are put into the Deed ; 


and during their Infancy Chriſt, the Mediator of the 


Covenant, is Surety for them: If when they grow 


up they diſlike their Maſter, and turn Renegado's, 
it is neither God's Fault, nor thine, if they be caſt 


out of Covenant, nay, caſt into Hell, what low 
and contemptible Thoughts ſoevet ſome Men haye 


of this Birth-Priviledge, I dare appeal to the tender 


Bowels of any Chriſtian Parent, whether he would 
not ſooner part with his Children into Captivity, 
and chuſe rather to fee them Galley-ſlaves in Turky, 


aud at the ſame Time in Covenant with God, than 
to enjoy them in his Arms, and not have them Mem- 


bers of Chriſt's Body 2 Yea, I will add, that it 
would be a much leſs Sorrow to a Pious Parent to 


ſee his Children daſh'd againſt the Stones, and yet to 


die under Chriſt's Wing, as Viſible Members of his 
Body, than to have them live all their Days in his 
Sight, having no other than a viſible ſtanding in the 
DeviFs' Kingdom. den 
It is not meet, ſays our Saviour, to take Childrens 


Bread, and caſt it unto Dogs : Fee. ly WN 
ave given to his 


than Pogs, and pronounce them as uncapaple o 


Benefit 
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Benefit by Baptiſm as unreaſonable Creatures, and 
declare it to be as lawful to Chriſten a Bell as to Bap- 
tize a Child; that when it Rains, if a Parent brin 
his Child into the open Air, and let the Cloud 
ſprinkle it, it is as effectual as if the Prieſt Baptiz d 
it. Verily the Day is haſining, when a ſevere Ac- 
count muſt be given by theſe Men for all the hard 
Speeches they have uttered againſt the Innocent 
El Chriſt's Flock, for which the great Shep- 

erd died, As for you that hear me this Day, if you 
love yourſelves, and your Children in yourſelves, 
ſtand up in the Defence of your Childrens Magna 
Charta, in Oppoſition to all thoſe that will bring 
their Quo Warranto againſt it; and verily when Icon- 
ſider what an invaluable Priviledge the Covenant 
Blelfing is, I cannot but wonder that any Pious Pa- 
rent, who is withal Judicious, ſhould ſuffer himſelf 
to be bubbld out of it; but eſpecially I admire 
how it comes to paſs that you that are Mothers, who 
have naturally ſuch a ſtrong Affection to your Inno- 
cent Babes, ſhould yet be in Love with this ſowre 
Opinion, which not only ſets your Children in their 
Infancy in no better State than Pagans and Infidels, 
but ranks them amongſt Dogs and Swine, as to their 
Incapacity of 70 any Benefit by Baptiſm: But 
en anſwer myſelf thus, that Women, thro' op 

eakneſs of their Underſtandings, do not apprehet 
the Conſequences of this Opinion; and ſo they main- 
tain the Hopes of their Childrens Salvation whilſt 
they deſtroy the Grounds of it, which is indeed right 
Womens Logick, to hold the Concluſion, and yet 
deny the Premiſes ;. that is, to believe that their 
Children are ſaved, and yet deny that they are in 
Covenant with God, which is the great Ground © 
Hope for their Salvation. 3 7 

2. Let me exhort all you that are Parents, or may 
be ſuch, to take ſpecial Care that you tete en 
diſcharge your Duty to your Children, as you will 
anſwer the contrary at the Bar of God; and that 
you may do ſo, know, „ 


I. Something 
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. Something is to be done for them before they 


een, 
1 Something as ſoon as they are Born. 


3. Something as ſoon as they come to Years of 


Underſtanding | 

1. Before your Children are Born, (1,) Make ſure 
as much as in you lieth that they may be Born 
within the Covenant, and under the Promiſe, by 
your being in Covenant with God your felves ; ſee 
that the Lord be your God, a Cod in Covenant with 
you, and then you may comfortably hope that he 
wilt be the God of your Seed in their Generations ; 


Oh were but Infants capable of Knowledge, how 
much would they dread being Born of wicked Pa- 
rents, that live in open Rebellion againſt God ! It 
matters not what Planet, but what Promiſe, your 
Children are Born under; if they be Born under the 
Promiſe, you may look upon them as 'a hopeful 


Seed. Far ther, (2.) Make it your Endeavour before 
1 are Born to Sanctifie your Children: 


This is done by Prayer and Thankſgiving; Children 
are not only capable of a Bleſſing as ſoon as they are 
Born, but they ought to be bleſſed by their Parents 
before they are Born. 1. By Bleſſing God for the 
lopes of them, and 2d, By commending them by 
J ²— R<ERTTTTTTTToOG 
2. As ſoon your Children are Born Preſent 
them to the Lord, Dedicate and Devote them to the 
Service of their Maker, in the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
and da this preſently, joyfully, and publickly : 
957 Dedicate your Children to God in Baptiſm ſpee- 
ily 3 do not unneceſſarily delay it, for thereby you 


will implicitely deny God the Title which by Ver- 


fue of the Covenant he has to your Seed as ſoon as 
ever they are yours; nay farther, upon ſuch Delay 


you have great Reaſon to fear Teſt God ſhould be an- 


ry. with you, as he was with Moſer, for delaying to 
Circumciſe his Child; and leſt you ſhould be in as 


much Danger as he was alſo, When the Angel for 
nn 7 Lor b 
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Lord met bim in the Way, and ſought to kill bim, 
Exod. 4.24. Again, (2.). Dedicate your Children to 
God joyfully, looking upon the Day of their Bap- 
tiſm as the Day of their Epouſal to Chriſt, as the 
Day of their Admiſſion into his Family, and conſe- 
quently a Day of greater Joy than their in 
to the Mightieſt Monarchs 5 24s Earth; and with 
much greater Thankfulneſs to be celebrated. (3.) Make 
Uſe of a publick Opportunity to do this in; do not 
huddle up your Childrens Baptiſm in private, but 
give them up to God in the Face pf the Congregatio 
partly, that by the Prayers of many, the Incomes of 
the 72 may be the more plentiful; and part- 
ly that the Ratification of the — — may be 
WI bg n b i # 
In a Word, ſhall the Oppoſers of Infant - Baptiſm 
creep out of Darkneſs and private Corners, and in 
the Face of the Country ſcandalouſſ dip their de- 
luded Proſelites at Noon-day; and ſhall we, who 
do that which is a joyful Spectacle to Holy Angels, 
and good Men, decline the Light, as if it were a 
Deed of Darkneſs? God forbid. Let us not ſeek 
Corners to Baptize our Infants in, whilſt we need 
not, leſt God juſtly permit the Enemies of the Truth 
to prevail ſo far as to foree us into Corners when we 
would not, 30 e cin nn 
3. As ſoon as your Children are capable of Under- 
ding, endeavour to make them ſenſible of their 
Baptiſmal Dedication and Engagements, and that 
they begin early to walk ſuitably thereunto. What's 
the reaſon ſo little Fruit appears of this Advantage 
ous and Soul- engaging Ordinance of Baptiſm in the 
Lives of Children? Is it not too often from the Pa- 
rents Neglect ? We read, that when Almighty God 
was offended with Moſes for neglecting to Circum- 
ciſe his Child, his Wife Zipporab in a Paſſion. threw 
the Child's Foreskin at him, ſaying, 4 Bloody Huſ- 
band haſt thou been unto me, Oh | How many: Chil- 
dren another Day will throw the very Coals of Hell 
at their Parents Heads, and ſay, a Bloody Father, or 


64 The Practical fe of Infant- Baptiſm 
a bloody Mother have you been unto me; you laid 
me under an Oath'and Vow to God in iny Baptiſm, 
but you took no Care to acquaint me with the Na- 
ture of that Obligation. Oh Cruel Parent, that ne- 
ver put up Prayer for me, that never dropt Tear 
over me, that never gave any Word of Spiritual 
Counſel or SouF Advice unto me. Oh what a Ter- 
ror will it be unto you, to hear your Children give a 
Judicial Teſtimony againſt you in the Day of your 
Account! Therefore to prevent this, begin early to 
inſtruct your Children in the Fundamental Principles 
of Religion, by a familiar Catechiſing of them. 
Youth is ſoft and pliable, and may be bended to your 
Purpoſes; when your Children are 2” they are 
moſt in your Power, and you have then the greateſt 
Command of them: But eſpecially then they have 
not acquired ſuch ill and vicious Habits, nor im- 
bibed ſuch falſe Principles and Notices of Things, as 
they will do afterwards, if the Opportunity of Touch 
be neglecteee. 4 1 1 +391 
Sow then the Seeds of good Inſtruction in the 
orning of your Childrens Youth, before the Ene- 
y ſows his Tares. They will be liſping out 'of 
ths as ſoon as Words, if you do not teach them 
to'uſe their Tongues aright ; and be ſure you inſtruct 
them in the Principles of our common Chriſtianity, 
not in the Notions and private Opinions of a Sect 
or Party. Tis very eaſie to Proſelite Joung Ones 
to à Faction, and to Eſpouſe them to ſome narrow 
and ſtingy Opinions; to beget in them an Eſteem of 
a particular Party of Men, and to learn them to ſcorn 
and deſpiſe all the World beſ idee. 
© Whereas the Principles of real Chriſtianity will 
oblige them to the Love and Practice of Univerſal 
Eenignity and Kindneſs, Train up therefore a Child in 
the Way wherein it ſhould go, and when it is old it will 
not depart from iin. : 
And here I cannot but ſadly taken notice, how 
ich as account it to no Purpoſe to Baptize their 
Children, do conclude it to be of 9 
wy | techize 


| Urged and Enforced., 6s 
techize them ; and therefore they decry and inveigh 


againſt our Practice of teaching Children the Lord's- 


Prayer and Ten Commandments, as breeding them 
up in a Form of Godlineſs, and cauſing them to take 
God's Holy and Reverend Name in vain. I wiſh 


that ſuch would confider, how good Chriſtians in 


all Ages have laboured to ſeaſon the Underſtandings 
of little Ones with the Principles of Chriſtianity 
did not Timothy's Grandmother and Mother teach 
him the Scriptures from a Sucking Child ? 2 Tim. 3. 
15. Alas the Rooms of your Childrens Souls will not 
be long unfurniſhed ; the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh, -will make an early Offer, and engage them 
betimes ; and if you begin not early with your Chil- 
dren, you will be foreſtalld, and find the Work 


much more difficult; for 'tis eaſier to keep the ftrong 


Man out, than to turn him out. 

In the next Place, let me exhort all Perſons here 
preſent, Parents and Children, Young and Old, to a 
double Duty. Often reflect upon your Baptiſm, but 
3 it not ſufficient to Salvation that you are Bap- 
tized. | . SI | 


1. Reflect often upon your own Baptiſm ; upon | 
every Solemn Occaſion ; when you ſee another pre- 
ſented to Baptiſm, remember your own, and call to 


mind the Obligation you lye under to die to Sin, 
and to live unto God; the ſerious Reflection upon 
Baptiſm in the Perſon of another may be more effe- 
ctual than if Adminiſtred over again to thee in 
thine own Perſon. God ſpeaks that to, thee in 
the Perſon of the Infant, which once he ſpake to 
thyfelt when thou wert Baptized ; and remember 
that your Baptiſmal Engagements which you took 


upon you many Years ago, lye as firmly upon you 
ore 


as the Child's "which were made this Day be 
your Face: In ſhort, let it be your great Care, and 
your chief Concetn, that whilſt others erroneoutly 


diſo n their Baptiſm, you do not praQtically deny 
yours, but Labour to walk ſuitably to your Baptif- 


mal 
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well as Born of Water; that as you are 


tions. 
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mal Engagements. Live as thoſe that are Red eemed 
by the Blood of Jeſus; as thoſe that are Sanctified 


and Sealed by the Spirit of Jeſus; as thoſe that do ex- 


ſea nh an eternal Fellowſhip. and Cominunion with 
0 


ſus i +ip his Heavenly Kingdom. 
hink it not ſufficient to Salvation that you 
| Hot been Baptized... Set not up Jour Reſt there, 
without a Converſation in all Things agrecable 
thereunto.: Oh! Know that a Man may go to Hell 


with the Baptiſmal Water on his Face, and the Sa- 


cramental Cup in his Hand, if he does not live an- 
ſwerable to his Engagements! For the hi igher the 
Priviledge, the heavier the Guilt : Verily an un- 
baptited Heathen at the great Day will not change 


Places with map) FP Baptized Chriſtians: Oh, beg of 


God then that you may be Born of the $ Natel irit, as 
aptized 

into Chriſt, you may put on Chriſt, that is, partake 

of his Holy Nature, and imitate his Holy Life: In 


a Word, Pray that you may be Baptized with the 


Holy Ghoſt, = with Fire; that is, be age. Par- 
takers of the Sanctifying Graces of the Holy Spirit, 
whoſe Operation is like Fire, burning up the Dregs 
of our Luſts, and the Droſs 2 5 our Corrup- 
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Dedication to God in, 
mmunion. after the Way of 
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who were lately a moſt United Body: 
ally Sade to divide them more and 


1 by perſwading them to renounce their ficlt 
Baptiſm, and co Divgh 1 
11 Profeſs 1 bare no III. "ola unto Ls Por ogy 
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med | Own Confeſſion; and more fully by your Letter writ- 
fed] ten to me, which alas is ſo far from containing any 
Thing of Arguments, that it wants common Senſe. 
vith I ſpeak not this to Shame you, but in real oy | 
I warn you to Learn before you undertake to 
Teach: Or if you muſt be at Teaching, re- aſſume 
your late Profeſſion of Teaching Children to Read, 
and pretend not to be an Inſtructer of Men of Under- 
Hell ſtanding. By this Time I hope you ſee juſt Cauſe 
Fa- | of bluſhing at your own Ignorance and Raſhneſs in 
au- | condemning the Doctrine and Practice of the Church 
the | of England (and therein of all the Reformed 
un Churches) with Reference to Infant-Baptiſm, as 
| Erroneous and Scripturelefs. This was the Charge 
of | given in your Letter, and how you have defended 
2 | and made good the Charge. I had rather the Auditory | 


pA ſhould tell you than my ſelf, 

we After all the Pains I have here taken, I have but 
che | ſmall Hopes of ſeeing your new Proſelites (which 
ar- | you have ſtolen from us) Re-baptized into our Prin- 


ciples, (for an Hundred are ſooner miſled than Ten 


Fcavcred;) but if I can for the future prevent our 


regs 9 bs. - o + | 128 | 4 A 
- | Ffopkes being dipt into your Opinions I have what 
* Taim'd at: And if what F have now delivered be 


ſo far influenced by the Divine Bleſſing, as to contti- 

the | bute ſomething towards the Eſtabliſhmegt of any 

ho. | one Soul whom you have endeavoured to unſettle, 

I ſhall for ever bleſs Almighty God for the Honout 

ly: he has put upon me, and account my preſent Pains 

and | abundantly compenſa cem. 

5:1 | As to vourſelf, and thoſe whom you have per- 

to verted, my Prayer ſhall: be to Almighty” God o 
1 | guide you by his Word and Spirit into all Frath 5  - 


on: to reduce you into the Communion of our Church, 


in which all Things neceffary to your Salvation are 15 
un- enjoyed, and to preſerve and perſevere you therein to 

wk his Heavenly: Kingdom. And for myſelf, and Tg... "4 
ir. | Stef Body of this People here aſſembled, may A ö 
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